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REASON FOR ‘“‘Books on Trial’’ 


“Best Seller” Lists Show Quantity —“Books on Trial,” Quality 


Anyone starting a new enterprise un- 
der present conditions should have a 
good reason. Books ON TRIAL is vir- 
tually a “request” publication. Its aim 
is to supply information for which we 
were asked so many times in our book 
selling experience that we decided to 
do something about it. 

Requests came to us in many different 
forms—-sometimes without form. One 
question might be definite—“Do you 
know of anyone who has reviewed this 
book ?”’—or perhaps, “‘What does Amer- 
ica say about this book—or Common- 
weal, or Extension?” 

Again, it might be “So-and-so says 
her book club recommends X’s new 
novel, but I’m a little in doubt. Is it 
anything like the last one? Where can 
I find a review?” 

_ Such questions signify several things. 

First, that many people consult mag- 
azines they trust for reviews of books. 
Second, more and more people are get- 
ting tired of being fooled. They have, 
perhaps. read a glowing ad, paid $3.00 


~ for a book and found “it wasn’t worth 


carrying home.” There are also others 
who really want to discriminate but 
have been hampered in going about it. 

Still others have a different purpose 
in asking questions, particularly those 
who are or have been subscribers to 
some sort of supposed-to-be-bargain 
service. They are becoming increasingly 


conscious of the multiplying offenses 
against their moral sense as well as their 
pocket-books. It seemed to us that all 
these questions demanded an answer. 


For some years the editor of Books 
ON TRIAL had had in mind some kind 
of log or chart that would show some- 
thing more about books than simply 
the names of those leading in sales, but 
he was prevented by other duties from 
doing anything in this direction. 


Only a Beginning 


Finally, with the growth of the 
Thomas More organization, we promised 
to make a start—not quite fully realiz- 
ing the difficulty confronting anyone 
not having a high priority rating. Were 
it not for repeated requests, we might 
again have given up the effort. As it is, 
we are not yet fully equipped. This is- 
sue, originally promised for March, is 
little more than an intimation of what 
we expect to do. 


Briefly, it is our idea to place before 
the ordinary reader, or the general pub- 
lic—if you prefer—information which 
that public does not now have in any 
readily available form, or at any rea- 
sonable cost. We are under no delusions 
that we have found the best method of 
satisfying the group we aim to serve. 
In fact, there is only one thing of which 
we are convinced and that is that the 
service is not only badly needed, but 
very definitely wanted. 


Not Critics of Form and Style 


We know of no other publication 
dealing with the general reader on the 
level at which our observations lead us 
to believe the majority are most inter- 
ested. Although we will object to what 
is lewd and vile, we do not consider our- 
selves either radicals or reformers. Fur- 
thermore, Books ON TRIAL is not a 
journal of literary criticism and we 
make no pretentions as to technical 
judgment. There is plenty of material 
on such subjects already available to 
those interested. 


We are interested in literature more 
from the view-point of its value in pre- 
serving civilization and as an aid in re- 
generation. Neither democracy nor civ- 
ilization can continue if their founda- 
tions are destroyed. There is greater 
destruction from erosion than by earth- 
quake. And that there has been a steady 
erosion of the basic moral values on 
which our civilization was founded no 
one can deny. 


Morally on Relief? 


We naturally expect opposition, criti- 
cism and complaint from those who be- 
lieve we can discard the old-fashioned 
virtues and still continue to enjoy their 
fruits. There are some who think it is 
indelicate to disagree with the fashion 
of the moment—and who tell us we 


should omit any such criticism. We do 


not agree with this view. We will never- —_, 


“How glorious,” said the white blackbird, “to be different, but how painful.” 
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theless interpret the various reviews as 
carefully as possible, and report our 
findings as accurately as we can, 
whether or not they agree with our own 
opinions. 


Full Length Reviews Coming 


When, in future issues, we publish 
extensive full length reviews by our own 
staff and by contributors, we will not 
confuse them with the conclusions of 
others. The chart is our principal and 
exclusive feature. Many of our sub- 
scribers tell us that they consider its 
time-saving features alone are worth 
the full cost of the subscription, and we 
expect to make it so. 

Additional features will be developed 
as we go forward and in these also we 
hope to answer requests that have been 
and will be made. 

As to our treatment of reviews from 
other journals, we hope you will read 
the explanation given in another column. 

Our main effort will be to provide in- 
formation helpful to those interested in 
choosing their reading carefully and in- 
cidentally saving both their time and 
money. 


Preparedness for Peace 


We do not believe that military vic- 
tory alone will safe-guard our future. 
Whether the War lasts one year or ten 
it is none too early to look forward to 
its aftermath. “Flaming youth,” for ex- 
ample, had its fling after the last war— 
are we better prepared today to meet 
the coming crisis—or worse? Can our 
institutions survive if we ourselves do 
not understand them, or their purpose? 

Military victory can save us from de- 
feat from without. Whether we can be 
saved from the enemies within will de- 
pend on our own preparation—in which 
reading with a purpose must play 
a vital part. 
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| No March Issue 


In our preliminary circular we 
promised a March issue. It will not 
appear. This April number is our 
first. It includes the books prom- 
ised for March. 


We humbly apologize to our sub- 
scribers for the delay. Our only excuse 
is that we aimed too low. The idea of 
our rating chart, or “Re-vu-log” got to 
the public before we were prepared for 
the amazing response that followed. 





Too Much Success! 


Publicity which began-with an item 
in the Denver Register brought sub- 
scriptions and inquiries from almost 
every state. Inquiries for “all past is- 
sues” and for advance information, for 
agency arrangements and advertising, 
sample copies, personal appearances 
and a host of other things simply 
snowed us under. Subscriptions from 
all walks of life—Archbishops—Abbots 
—seminary superiors — publishers and 
book-sellers—librarians—business men 
and housewives — attest to a wider 
range of interest than we expected to 
arouse for months to come. 

To make matters worse, the editor’s 
Defense Council and Rationing Board 
duties were doubled, typewriters were 
“frozen,”’ new books began to flood in 
from publishers and priorities obstructed 
almost every move. Subscriptions will, 
of course, be automatically extended to 
make up for the month we missed, 
and we also wish to say that if the war 
demands should prevent our getting out 
any future issues due allowance will 
be made. 

ee 


SAMPLE COPIES 


From the hundreds of visitors to our 
exhibit at the National Catholic Edu- 
cational Association convention last 
week there were many suggestions that 
Books ON TRIAL should be supplied to 
high school and college students as well 
as to book and study club members. 

We had already arranged for distri- 
bution of the 10,000 copies of this is- 
sue which were printed but if there is 
a sufficient demand we will gladly print 
a further supply and furnish them at 
cost to those interested. The larger the 
printing the lower the cost will be. 






Please Read This 


We wish to impress on our readers 
that no excerpt can possibly convey 
anything more than a very limited idea 
of either a book or a review. 

If the public had available the re- 
views from scores of different publica- 
tions—and had time to read them— 
then there would be no need for Books 
ON TRIAL, except as a convenient sum- 
mary. What we wish to make clear is 
that just as no condensation can give a 
complete picture of a book, neither can 
any sentence or paragraph convey the 
full implications of a “review.” 

Those interested in complete, de- 
tailed reviews will consult the review 
itself. Our understanding of what they 
want from us is a quick flash only— 
something that will give them a chance 
to gain an impression in a few seconds. 
We will, therefore, try to select the 
words or sentences that convey such 
impression. Such selections will neces- 
sarily be sketchy. Where we quote de- 
tached words or sentences the gaps or 
omissions will be indicated by a series 
of dots. And this is also done where a 
sentence is too involved, or extraneous 
matter is omitted. Where we quote from 
any publication careful reference will 
be made to such source. 

Many reviews are inconclusive— 
more of a catalog of contents—quoting 
from these would merely duplicate and 
not be our conception of what is wanted 
from us. Where several reviews are sim- 
ilar, we will use the excerpt which seems 
to us to give the best characterization in 
the most concise form. ‘ 

A thesaurus does not fulfill the pur- 
poses of a dictionary, nor a dictionary 
of a cyclopedia. Books ON TRIAL mere- 
ly summarizes and, to a certain extent, 
interprets, and in so doing is most anx- 
ious to avoid giving any wrong impres- 
sions. 

Opinion on Any Book 


It is obvious that if we attempted to 
present opinions on every published 
book our journal would reach encyclo- 
pedic dimensions. 

We are also receiving inquiries for 
ratings on school and college textbooks. 
This is a field by itself—which we do 
not enter. 

On other than textbooks we will an- 
swer inquiries without charge on any 
well known book if accompanied by a 
self-addressed and stamped return en- 
velope. 















Policy Is Positive 


Since Books ON TRIAL was first pro- 
posed we have been frequently urged to 
go all out against certain types of lit- 
erature regarded as questionable. 

This is a difficult situation. It would 
not be hard to find out plenty of books 
that offend the average sense of de- 
cency. It would be easy to condemn, 
and in so doing we might easily be un- 
fair. We can only point out what we 
believe to be the honest judgment of 
qualified reviewers and commentators— 
we cannot take the place of any indi- 
vidual’s own conscience. If not stifled it 
should in the end be a pretty good 
judge. 

But we will aim to support authors 
who aim to build rather than destroy— 
as well as publishers who encourage 
such authors, often to their own finan- 
cial detriment. We believe that many of 
the best books are eclipsed by others of 
inferior nature and, since we exist only 
to help those who want guidance, we 
will attempt to point out good books to 
the many readers who are, unaware of 
their existence. 

No one is constrained to follow. So 
far we have received but one letter of 
criticism. A man wrote us from New 
York that he “refused to be regimented” 
by any individual or group. We meekly 
accept the implied flattery. But we also 
make it clear that we are not trying to 
regiment anyone, nor are we acting for 
anyone but ourselves, and the editor 
alone is responsible for this issue except 
as otherwise noted. 
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editor. 


selections. 








“THE INSIDE STORY” 


As we go to press we salute another new-comer—The Inside Story— 
issued by the Cathedral Book Club, 3 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, and to be 
published from September through May, (the same by the way as Booxs 
ON TRIAL), in conjunction with the Holy Name Cathedral Parish Library. 

Rev. Emmett T. Regan of the Holy Name Cathedral staff is director and 


Through co-operation with these active and highly competent organiza- 
tions subscribers to Books ON TRIAL will have the benefit of their “Guided 
Reading” selections and appraisals. In this issue we are printing their April 














The Library and the Love of Reading 


AN ADDRESS BEFORE THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


By RoBERT JOHN BAYER** 


There was once a man of small 
culture who accumulated vast wealth. 
When he built a house in which to live 
commensurate with his new economic 
status, he knew enough to include a vast 
library in the plans. After the house was 
finished, he ordered quantities of books 
by lineal measurement in appropriate 
colors to fill the shelves. Unfortunately, 
when the books arrived, it was dis- 
covered that the shelves were too shal- 
low to hold them. He solved his problem 
by having the books sawed off at the 
front edges to make them fit and then 
gluing them securely to the shelves. 

Now, foolish as that may have been, 
the man did manage to display some 


Wok 


WHAT’S THE NAME? 


The name Books oN TRIAL has al- 
ready perturbed some people, who write 
to tell us it conjures up implications of 
guilt. We can’t say they’re wrong. The 
name is probably not the best. No man 
should be the judge in his own case. 

However, we have no wish to create 
the impression that books are criminals 
—but books do need judging and book 
reviewers after all are something of a 
jury, are they not? If they don’t listen 
to evidence they at least read it. And 
shouldn’t every good review reach a 
verdict of some sort? 

Judging is examining the evidence 
and determining on which side the odds 
lie. Some reviews, of, course, don’t find 


any odds nor reach any conclusion. 
That’s why they must all be examined 
to try to strike a balance for our sub- 
scribers’ benefit. In case of doubt, we 
try to act as the judge—and judges, as 
well as other important people, have 
been known to have been wrong. Presi- 
dent Monroe, for example, believed that 
Illinois would never have sufficient pop- 
ulation to gain admission to a Con- 
federation. 

We hope we may find so many books 
where the judgment of the reviewers is 
“Favorable” that our readers will have 
no time for any other kind. However, 
if they want us to adopt another name 
we will welcome their views. 


elements of good taste. Although he 
made certain that none of his books 
would ever perform their chief function 
of imparting wisdom and culture, he did 
preserve a secondary function—that of 
interesting and appropriate decoration. 
Nothing so satisfies the eye as ranks of. 
books against the wall. Our unfortunate 
rich man at least did not make the 
error so common a few years ago when 
glass bookcases, built athwart the fire- 
place in the living room, were standard 
in middle class homes. All of us have 
seen such cases, carefully curtained, used 
as storage places for household linen. 

I make no case for the man with his 
sawed-off books. I know, and certainly 
every librarian knows, that books were 
made to read. The librarian knows that 
those books entrusted to his care that 
never come off the shelves might just as 
well be glued there for all the good they 
do. He has long since discovered that 
the function of the librarian is only 
secondarily that of a custodian of books 
—that the librarian’s first function is as 
a circulator of books. 

He gauges the measure of his success, 
not by the pristine way in which he 
preserves the volumes entrusted to his 
care, but by those that have become 
tattered through use. He measures the 
value of his charges, not by an inven- 

(Continued on page 20) 





**Robert J. Bayer, author mi ormer literary edi 
is now assistant. editor of The Tr Traffic World ~ 
associated publications, and is a Trustee and Treas- 
urer of The Thomas More Library. 
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x 24 24 Reviewers Comments on Books Charted on Opposite Page 


(Reprinted without prejudice to author, publisher or reviewer. See page 2, column 3) 


ADMIRAL OF THE OCEAN SEA 
Samuel Eliot Morison Little-Brown, $3.50 


F.B.—Chicago Tribune . . . “As one finishes 
Mr. Morison’s carefully detailed pages one sees 
the admiral as a sort of 15th century counter- 
part of today’s explorers of the stratosphere, 
new fabulous and mythical creatures, half 
men, half machine, interdependent for life one 
upon the other.” 

Harry Lorin Binsse—Commonweal . - 
“Samuel Eliot Morison has written the book 
for which his own special talents and affec- 
tions peculiarly equip him. 

Here is a biography of Columbus not likely 
to be superseded for several generations.” 


Att THat GLiTvERS ; 
Frances Parkinson Keyes Messner, $2.75 
Cath. Wid. Feb. ’42: “There is no unity in the 
story and much mental and moral confusion. 
. But best sellers must today, it seems, 
abound in nastiness to attract the unthinking 
mob.” 
Not recommended. 


AMERIGO 

Zweig Viking, $2.00 
America, Mar. 14, 42: “Here is a delightful 
little book. . . . The solid order of (the au- 


thor’s) scholarship enhances the value of his 
production.” 


AMBASSADOR Dopp’s Story 

Harcourt, $3.50 
America: “A most interesting and informative 
description of diplomatic life in Berlin during 
the first years of the Hitler regime.” 

Cath. Digest, (in a condensed book review 
from “Thought”): “Dodd was a puritan anti- 
clerical from the Baptist South . . . typical of 
many Americans who never glimpse the deep- 
er conflicts that go on in our half-paganized 
modern Christendom.” 


Ano Down THE Days 
Bonn Macmillan, $2.50 


ANGEL CASEY 

Bonner Knopf 
No particular qualities to recommend it. 
Pagan attitude. Generally superficial. 


CrarA Barton, DAUGHTER oF DESTINY 
Williams Lippincott, $3.50 


Cath. Wid., Mar. ’42: “Biography of ‘Angel of 
the Battlefield.’. . . Dr. Williams has told in 
brilliant and spirited fashion the stirring story 
of a great woman... an inspiring figure at 
any time, but especially in these days of 
national peril and sacrifice.” 


Bexninp Gop’s Back ’ 
Harcourt, 555 p., $3.50 
Commonweal: “A magnificent book. . . . One 
of the most interesting volumes about Africa 
ever to have appeared. . . . A successful at- 
tempt to popularize the story of the darker 
parts of the dark continent in our own times, 
and to demonstrate that the native African is 
a@ more estimable person than many of his 
European conquerors.” 


Bertin DIARY 


Shirer Knopf, $3.00 


Generally approved as one of the most inter- 
esting war books. Readable, informative, care- 





ful, thoughtful. Shows how Hitler was under- 
estimated and incorrectly diagnosed. 


Bioop, SWEAT AND TEARS 
Churchill Putnam, $3.00 


Churchill’s speeches will ring through the 
years. They prove him to be a great orator— 
some say the world’s best at this time. The 
words of the title seemed pretty far-fetched to 
all too many when they were written. Today 
is another story. 


BripE or GLory 

Field Greystone, $3.00 
F. B. in the Chicago Tribune: “I prophesy 
that ‘Bride of Glory’ will become one of the 
year’s best sellers because it, like its heroine, 
is irresistible.” 

America, March 14, ’42: “. . . glamorized 
concubine . . . encouraged by her mother who 
said, ‘You can be just as good and useful liv- 
ing free with a gentleman as if you’s been 
ringed in the church.’ 

“In spite of painstaking research and much 
fine writing the present volume is one too 
many on ‘the true friend of Lord Nelson’.” 


(unfaithfulness . . . illegitimacy . . . sex- 
adultery only for adults, and why 
adults ? ) 


CAPTAIN FROM CONNECTICUT 
Forester Little, $2.50 


Commonweal: “Continues to be a swashbuck- 
ling romance—which to my taste is a better 
prescription for escapism if only for its brev- 
ity than ‘Sun Is My Undoing’.” 

America: “... too much attention given to 
physical side of marriage. . . .” 

Sign: “When you put down the book, you 
cannot put away your admiration for Peabody 
(Captain of the U.S. frigate Delaware, during 
the War of 1812), whose superb self-mastered 
human character and whose devotion to what 
is decent and proper leaves you with a 
pleasant memory.” 


CHRISTIAN CRISIS 

de la Bedoyere Macmillan, $1.75 
America, Feb. ’42: “If Christianity is to be 
considered the hope of the future, it can only 
be after it has satisfactorily explained why it 
has failed to be the salvation of the past, and 
pointed out what steps it has taken to im- 
prove upon its previous performance. The 
author wrestles with the dual problem... . 
De la Bedoyere is certainly correct in saying 
that both the Church and the modern world 
faces a dismal future so long as inferiority- 
ridden Christians persist in remaining huddled 
together in a ghetto of their own timid 
creation.” 


Mr. CHURCHILL 

Philip Guedalla Reynal, $3.00 
America, Mar. 14: “A rewarding biography in 
the superior Guedalla tradition with his char- 
acteristic literary style.” 


CLARENCE DARROW FOR THE DEFENSE 

Stone Doubleday, $3.00 
America: “To the author he was a hero. Pic- 
ture of a stumbling, uncertain agnostic—an 
unhappy enigma to himself, loving his fellow- 
man and unable to give a reason why... . 


Denying the reality of sin, he still hated the 
sin he saw, and he never hated the sinner. . . . 
It is also, and more than once, senselessly 
vuigar. But, then, so was Clarence Darrow.” 


Cross CREEK 


Rawlings Scribner’s, $2.50 
DEARLY BELOVED 
Sylvester Duell, $2.50 


Commonweal, Mar. 20, ’42 (The unconnected 
sentences quoted are not a summary, nor do 
they give a very good idea of the one and 
one-half column review.) 

“Inevitably Harry Sylvester’s first novel will 
produce violent reactions. . . . Readers who 
have no stomach for strong food had best 
keep to their porridge. . . . The book also has 
faults. Its tempo seems to me too unvaried, 
too close to melodrama, too intense. (You 
won’t put it down till you have finished it, 
but when you have, you will be a trifle 
breathless.) . . . ‘Dearly Beloved’ is the first 
American Catholic novel I have read which 
can be compared to the books of Graham 
Greene or Georges Bernanos or Francois 
Mauriac. It recognizes the stature of the devil, 
the profound meaning of original sin.” 


Derense Witt Not WIN THE War 
Lt. Col. W. F. Kernan Little-Brown, $1.50 


Says Samuel Grafton in the Chicago Sun: 
“His book carries its credentials on its face; 
it can state a thesis so that you sit up, hear 
bells ringing all around you, and know the 
truth has been spoken in your ear—through it 
all there is that up, the rebels, cry which the 
West has been waiting to hear.” 

Catholic World, April, 1942: “Colonel Ker- 
nan, a contributor to The Catholic World for 
many years, crystallizes in the title of his 
present volume, a growing conviction that has 
now become common to almost all observers 
... timely . . . readable.” 


THE Doctors Mayo 

Clapesattle U. of Minn. Press, $3.75 
America, March 28, ’42: “It is a beau- 
tiful tribute to a splendid American clan. 
While the book is long and full of facts 
and many personalities, there is not a 
dull page in it.” 


Dracon SEED 

Buck Day, $2.50 
Catholic World: “The over-strained attempt 
to show the bestiality of the Japanese de- 
stroys whatever slight literary value the novel 
might have had and even as propaganda it is 
at times hard going. . . . This novel, it seems 
to me, ought never to have been written.” 

Commonweal: “Some of the bestiality por- 
trayed may come too soon after our war with 
Japan not to be taken with a grain of salt. 
Miss Buck goes all out (a la Hemingway) in 
her realism in this regard.” 

America: “The tale has little plot, in the 
sense of a complication to be resolved. It is 
simply the chronicle of a Chinese family in 
war time, but it has episode piled on episode 
and they are all stirringly written.” 
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Dracon’s TEETH 

Sinclair Viking, $3.00 
America: “‘Dragon’s Teeth’ is the third vol- 
ume of what Mr. Sinclair promises us will be 
a tetralogy at the very least, dependent now 
on who holds out longer, Herr Hitler or Upton 
Sinclair. . . . The plot, barring the necessary 
and skillfully manipulated biological aging of 
the characters, centers about the dual rescue 
from Maziland of Johannes Robin, the Jewish 
Schieber, and his Leftist son.” 


ELLEN ROGERS 

James T. Farrell 
We quote from “Books in the Bal- 
ance” column of Columbia—a very 
good column, by the way. 

“His (Farrell’s) successive books 
show no signs of growth. In their treat- 
ment of his latest novel, “Ellen Rogers,” 
the majority of critics seem to have 
grown weary of the atmosphere of al- 
most unbearable cheapness and igno- 
rance which permeates Mr. Farrell’s 
world. Several Catholic critics, however, 
have ventured to say that they detect 
a moral purpose in this work, a kindred 
intention to that of the sin-lashing, self- 
torturing preacher who would display 
evil nakedly in order that man might 
revolt toward good. 


EMANCIPATION OF A FREETHINKER 

Cory Bruce, $3.00 
Cath. Wid., Mar. ’42: “. . . Passing his first 
18 years in ‘a gentle nebulous congregational- 
ist Christianity—then agnostic Humanist—a 
Liberal—a Marxist, he finally became a Catho- 
lic at 49.’. . . Covering as it does, an academic 
career at Brown, Harvard, University of Cali- 
fornia, Johns Hopkins and the experiences of 
a man who underwent training in literature 
and science, this book possesses an interest for 
countless types of readers.” 

America, Feb. ’42: “The tale which it un- 
folds is the Odyssey of a sincere and gifted 
mind through many years of study, of teach- 
ing, and of research-work in modern secular 
Universities. . . . It is difficult to single out, 
in a book of so many merits, points of par- 
ticular excellence.” 


(This book is not light reading. Editor) 


Exit LavGHING 

Cobb Bobbs, $3.50 
Cath. World: “600 pages chock-full of hap- 
penings worth recording and chock-full of 
portraits worth remembering.” 


FAITH THE Root 
Fleury 
(See our brief review.) 


Dutton, $2.50 


FAst BY THE Roap 
Moody 


(See our brief review.) 


Macmillan, $2.50 


Fire IN SUMMER 

Robert Ramsey Viking, $2.50 
Malcom Gregg in the Chicago Sun— 
“One wearies of reading about people 
who were born tired, nasty, vicious, 
ignorant and insolent, and who don’t 
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change one iota through life, people who 
learn nothing, earn nothing, give noth- 
ing. Pa is dead. May his tribe decrease.” 
FISH ON FRIDAY 

Feeney 
Humorous, witty, entertaining, 
book will always be a pleasure. 


S. & W. 
this 


FLIGHT TO ARRAS 

Saint-Exupery Reynal, $2.75 
F.B. in the Chicago Tribune, Feb. 18, °42: 
“Nowhere have the airman’s peculiar experi- 
ences been given more vibrant reality, nowhere 
in words have his thoughts been made more 
graphic.” 


For THE HEATHEN ARE WRONG 
Bagger 
Denver Register: “Half Jew, this cosmopolite 
journalist early became a Catholic, early lost 
the faith. A reading of Chesterton, Dawson, 
and Belloc, and, more pointedly, his 17 years’ 
observation of Christianity and the effects of 
a de-Christianization in France, to which lat- 
ter he ascribed in the present book the major 
responsibility for French collapse, led him 
back to the fold. . . . It leads the list of books 
that have sprung out of the tragedy of 
France.” 
* * * 


Overheard In a Book Store 
“Do you have Dewey’s Bible?” 


¥ 
“Father said to get that book about Miss 
Ollie Romana.” 
* * * 


Leading Periodicals 


CONSULTED FOR 


BOOK REVIEWS INCLUDE 
America . $4.50 
Ave Maria . tl ae Sane 
Catholic Library World (Membership) 
Catholic World .. . 4.00 
Catholic Woman’s World 

(new name Poise) +: in 
Columbia (Membership) 
Commonweal 5.00 
Denver Register 1.00 
Dublin Review 4.00 
Ecclesiastical Review 4.00 
Extension 3.00 
Liturgical Arts 4 2.00 
Messenger of Sacred Heart 1.00 
New World 2.06 
Orate Fratres . 2.00 
Our Sunday Visitor . 1.50 
Review of Politics, N. D. 2.50 
Review for Religious 2.00 
ME 5 ecw aes 2.00 
Tablet (London) . 
The Thomist . .°. 4.00 
Thought 5.00 


Sat. Rev. of Lit. and 

Various Secular Periodicals. 
Subscriptions for any of the foregoing 
may be sent to us. 


Little, $3.00 _ 


April, 1943 


What Is... 
A Catholic Book? 


The Thomas More Library is con. 
tinually asked “Do you sell any other 
than Catholic books?” 

We find that to many people a “Cath- 
olic book” means one written by a 
Catholic and published by a Religious 
order or a Catholic publishing house— 
and this is not our definition at all. 

We have a large business in books 
written by non-Catholics and published 
by such firms as MacMillan, Longmans, 
Green, Doubleday-Hill and other non- 
Catholic firms. Can such books be 
“Catholic”? Of course. 

What, then, is the definition of a 
Catholic book? 

For the best answer we will award 
a 4-volume set of The Companion to 
The Summa, retail value $15.00—writ- 
ten by Father Farrell and published by 
Sheed & Ward. The Companion is a 
summarized version of the famous 
Summa Theologica of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, popularized and reduced to 
language understandable by the lay- 
man. Vol. III was published in 1940 
and immediately became Sheed & 
Ward’s best-selling title. Vol. II fol- 
lowed, and Vol. I was published last 
fall. Vol. IV is to be published this 
spring. We have selected The Companion 
because of its wide appeal. These books 
should be in every library, public or 
private. 








Definitions must be in our hands by June 
30, 1942. 

The Editorial Staff of Booxs on Triat will 
be the sole judges, and no member or em- 
ployee will be eligible in this competition. 

In case of a tie duplicate awards will be 
made, and all manuscripts submitted will be- 
come the property of The Thomas More Li- 
brary and Book Shop. 

This contest is not effective where it may 
interfere with any local laws or prohibitions. 
Address: The Manager, Thomas More Library 
and Book Shop, Chicago. 


* * * 


Some books, like some words, are sources of 
light, of force, of intellectual and moral lib- 
erty, whereas others bring snares and occasions 
of sin. —Pivus XII 

* * * 
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‘‘Never No More’’ 


Maura Laverty Longman’s, $2.50 


Maura Laverty will be a new name to you. 
It’s only two weeks that her first novel has 
been out. But when you read it and when her 
“Gran” has stolen into your heart and a whole 
kaleidoscope of characters have passed before 
your eyes, and the pig is killed, and Mike has 
proposed, and you know what box-boots are, 
and hooley, and haggard, and lashings of 
room, and Never No More has ended all too 
soon, you'll find yourself saying: “And now, 
Maura, Alanna, don’t keep me waiting too 
long for your next.” 

This writer wants to read Never No More 

again, and to read Father Leo Ward’s Hoxp- 
inc Up tHE Hitrs.* Maura Laverty weaves 
her spell about a young girl’s life among her 
neighbors in a secluded spot in Ireland, while 
Father Ward writes of Iowa but there is a 
kinship of genius in the way they both create 
mental images of their characters with seem- 
ingly effortless ease. It is a pleasure to com- 
mend these books, and to look forward to 
the next. 
Catholic World, April ’42: “Miss Laverty has 
a rich sense of life, enough humor to salt a 
dozen books, skill with incident, and under- 
standing, qualities which will stand her in 
good stead in later novels.” 





*Sheed & Ward, $2.75. 
* * * 


Priests Teach Religion 


In Presbyterian College 


The above headline from The Denver Reg- 
ister refers to Lincoln (Ill.) College, a Presby- 
terian institution. 

The article goes on to say “Every Catholic 
student of Lincoln College has purchased a 
copy of the recently revised edition of the 
New Testament and copies have been placed 
in the College Library.” 

(The Thomas More Book Shop furnished 
the New Testaments on consignment to Very 
Rev. W. P. White, Pastor of St. Patrick’s 
Parish, Lincoln.) 


* * * 


GOOD LUCK TO Books on Trial! 
Chicago 

So far as I have seen you have a new and 
original idea. Every informed person knows 
that being a best-seller is really no measure of 
merit in a book. It attests mostly to the 
power of publicity. They are often worthless 
and they are often bad. 

I like to buy books I will want to keep ana 
all the family may read. I’m sick of reading 
long-winded reviews that end up by saying 
“adults only.” I think your idea will save me 
money. —wW.O. 


* * * 


Chicago. 

Commonweal is appealing for 1000 associ- 
ates at $10.00 each to help them continue 
publication. 

I do not know your financial circumstances, 
but you deserve at least similar support and 
ought to have it. —J. E. S. 

(We are not self-supporting. Editor.) 


%* It is our present expecta- 
tion that the price of “Books 
on Trial’ will be advanced to 


$2.00 on July Ist. 


¥% Interim subscribers will, of 
course, be protected. 





How to Waste Money! 


We believe the following quotations 
offer a very good explanation of why 
people want Books on TRIAL. 


Burton Rascoe in the Sun: 


“ ‘Genesee Fever’ (Farrar & Rinehart, 
$2.50) is one of the dullest books ever 
to come to my attention in over a 
quarter-century of book reporting and 
criticism.” 

Mr. Rascoe said a lot more, of course, 
under the heading, WARNING ABOUT A 
Book, but listen to Sterling North in 
the next day’s Chicago Daily News: 

“Tt is evident that Rascoe has not 
been reading the current crop of his- 
torical novels which on the average are 
much duller and much more insipid than 
‘Genesee Fever’.” 

If Mr. Rascoe is right G. F. is a 
poor buy. If Mr. North is correct, what 
chance has the unguided buyer? 

Genesee Fever was a Literary Guild 
“choice” for January, according to Ras- 
coe, who implies that it must have been 
chosen sight unseen, and who also re- 
fers to parts of the book by saying, 
“and I am not going to point them 
out and get the book suppressed in 
Boston. . . .” 

| Oo Fe 
COMMONWEAL! 


Readers of Commonweal were recent- 
ly surprised and disheartened on seeing 
an announcement that unless financial 
help was received this outstanding jour- 
nal might have to discontinue publica- 
tion. The editors are appealing for 
1,000 associates to pay $10.00 each to 
help them carry on through 1943. 

We are glad to bring this matter to 
our readers’ attention. 

Subscriptions will also be of help and 
we hereby offer to send Books ON 
TriAt for one year with any subscrip- 
tion sent to us for Commonweal at their 
regular rate of $5.00 per year. 

This offer is made without consulta- 
tion with Commonweal, simply in the 
hope that it may bring in a few sub- 
scriptions, since it would be a tragedy 
to see them discontinue. 


A Recent Comment 


By Witt1aM J. CLARKE 
Dean of the College of Law 
of DePaul University* 


The foundation of a working and 
efficient democracy is the adequate edu- 
cation of those citizens who have been 
given full and complete suffrage. 


There are two methods by which | 


education can be attained, namely, the 
formal and informal. For most citizens, 
the informal way is the most practical. 
This is true for those who have com- 
pleted high school or college as well as 
those who have had only the minimum. 

The basic system of informal educa- 
tion is the reading of standard books, 
magazines and newspapers. I would em- 
phasize the familiarity with selected 
good books as the one employed by 
most of our citizens who are considered 
well informed. The President of the 
United States exemplifies this means in 
the highest degree, as he reads continu- 
ously in order to keep current on a 
large number of subjects. 

It is imperative at this time that the 
average citizen of the United States be 
equipped to meet his responsibilities of 
citizenship by discriminating reading. 


~ Cond a Trustee of The Thomas More Library. 


* 2 =f 
“Fast by the Road” 
John Moody MacMillan, $2.50 


In the cynical and cold-blooded, ma- 
terialistic atmosphere of Wall Street 
John Moody for decades handled the 
facts and figures of a whole world of 
finance. Through observation and read- 
ing, before he had even talked with a 
priest, he had made up his mind to be- 
come a Catholic, as he told us ten years 
ago in THE Lonc Roap Home,* which 
book is still in demand. 

He now recounts his 10-year pil- 
grimage in the Church with a wealth of 
anecdotes and incidents—but he does it 
all for a purpose. One cannot help feel- 
ing that this highly readable book was 
a labor of love. 

With a mind trained in observation 
and analysis he sees innumerable angles 
that escape the cradle Catholic and if 
he preaches a little at times it is skil- 
fully and painlessly done. The man who 
knows of Moody (whose Manuals are 
a financial Bible), and who doesn’t read 
this book, should have a 10% penalty 
added to his income tax. 






| 
| 
| 
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A MM Excerpts From Leading Reviews 


(Reprinted without prejudice to author, publisher or reviewer. See page 2, column 3) 


Four YEARS or Nazt TorTuRE 
Winkler Appleton, $2.50 
A stirring book every American should read. 
Catholic World: “The story is symbolic of 
the unconquerable spirit of the men and 
women who are today fighting the Nazi 
menace.” 


For WHoM THE BELL ToLts 


Hemingway Scribners,. $2.75 


FRENCHMAN’S CREEK 

Du Maurier Doubleday, $2.50 
Sign: “It is a completely immoral story, the 
more dangerous because it eschews even a hint 
of vulgarity or so-called realism. It beglamor- 
izes adultery and crime, investing their perpe- 
trators with impeccable gentility, with beauty 
and spirit. The reader of “Frenchman’s Creek” 
may think he is being fed saccharin, but what 
he will be getting is really a dose of ground 
glass.” 

Chicago Tribune (F.B.): “The author of 
‘Rebecca’ has written another super-movie in 
‘Frenchman’s Creek.’ It is a superstory straight 
out of the property room of any well equip- 
ped motion picture storehouse.” 


GALL AND Honey 

Edward Doherty Sheed & Ward, $2.50 
Cath. World: “... A close-up of a popular 
writer . . . reveals wholly unsuspected char- 
acteristics and experiences . . . has the ability 
to speak of his own intimately personal af- 
fairs in the same off-hand style that he would 
employ to describe a murder’ trial. Perhaps 
these pages will not only deeply affect many a 
reader but even turn more than one back to 
the pursuit of forgotten ideal and to the 
practice of religion.” 

America: “. . . Interesting story of a real 
newspaperman ... from cub to stardom... 
Mexico . . . Hollywood . . . New York. But 
back of this story of a busy life, so graphi- 
cally portrayed, is the Big Story this star 
reporter seems to have missed. That is, the 
tragedy of a son of the Church so insufficient- 
ly instructed in the Faith of his fathers as not 
to keep that precious faith virile when he 
came to man’s days.” 

Ave Maria: “The book is highly reminiscent 
of the most exciting news events of recent 
years, for Eddie Doherty was assigned to them 


all... . The reader will find it intensely inter- 


esting—and edifying.” 


Tue Gay GAILLARD 
Irwin Harcourt, $3.00 


Commonweal: “The reader never finds out for 
certain whether it is a biography or a rip- 
roaring novel. . . . Yet in spite of everything 
... is not so bad as it appears at first glance 
... Some things preposterous . . . much of this 
book written in the best ‘Hell! said the 
duchess’ style.” 


THe Gay SISTERS 
Longstreet Random 


Under the heading, Just Sxrp ‘Gay SIsTErs,’ 
Albert Hubbell in the Chicago Sun says—in 
part: 

“ .. a lot of people are going to be told 
this is a serious novel; it is blurbed as such 
and the author appears to think so himself. 


It isn’t. It’s road-company Galsworthy, and 
not very good company at that.” 

(Mr. Hubbell’s advice is good. Profanity— 
immoraity—no moral code.) 


GENERATION OF MATERIALISM 

Carton J. H. Hayes Harper, $3.75 
America: “Apparently the boycott is about 
over. Heretofore, anyone who dared to look 
at the nineteenth century in the light of Chris- 
tian traditions found himself ignored and his 
book classed as apologetics. . . . A ‘Generation 
of Materialism’ is not only a book for profes- 
sional historians; it is ‘must’ reading for 
newspaper editors and columnists, for Liberals 
with Leftist proclivities, for politicians and all 
others who are supposed to provide leadership 
for a bewildered people. It may help to show 
them that the fundamental question before 
the world today is, in the author’s words, 
‘whether European or Western Civilization 
can endure if cut off from its historic 
Christian roots’.” 

Denver Register: “Carlton Hayes traces 
present-day anarchy to the fact that Europe, 
having lost spiritual unity, had to depend for 
its cohesion on the bonds ef clay that were the 
telephone, cable, Suez canal, and other ‘mile- 
stones of progress.’ The result was that this 
material progress had one effect on England, 
another on Germanv.” 


GENESSEE FEVER 
Carmer Farrar, $2.50 


C.B.C. Quarterly: “Morally speaking, the 
author’s handling of his animal scenes is 
ordinary obscenity.” 

(See special comment.) 


GRANITE FoR Gop’s House 
Whalen Sheed & Ward, $3.75 


Sign: “This study of the life and character of 
the illustrious convert to the Church should 
receive a warm welcome from the Catholic 
reading public. Brownson is too great a prize 
to let his memory die, and yet the story of 
Brownson has been so sadly neglected that he 
is all but forgotten by American Catholics.” 


GREAT MEN AND WoMEN oF PoLaND 

Mizwa Macmillan, $4.00 
Cath. World: “.. . Thirty short biographies 

. . well representing the versatility of Polish 
genius . . . excellent portraits and reproduc- 
tions.” 

(See also recent books.) 


HANGOVER SQUARE 
Hamilton Random, $2.50 


Sun: “Sordid . . . adds nothing to our picture 
of people who aren’t worth the opprobrium, 
disgust, pure reporting and general dissection 
they’ve already been subjected to.” 


Hich Conquest 
The Talbot Club’s first selection. 


A fine story of mountaineering, particularly 
interesting for boys. 

The Readers Digest thought it good enough 
to reprint a part in their February issue. 


Tue Hrs Beyonp 
Wolfe Harper, $2.50 


House FOR THE SPARROW 
Yenni Reynal & Hitchcock, $2.50 


In Tuts Our Lire 
Glasgow 
Cath. Book Club: “... A relentless, ironical 
exposition of the almost*complete moral nihil- 
ism of our generation . . . a great moral 
document which adds Virginia to Indiana, 
Newark and New England as parts of the 
great spiritual desert of North America.” 
Sign: “. . . One of the great books of the 
year . . . depressing and annoyingly morbid 
. . . brilliantly written but without a soul.” 


INSIDE LATIN AMERICA 

John Gunther Harper, $3.50 
“Frivolous, reckless, bigoted and in- 
excusably ignorant are the qualifica- 


tions one must give to every one of 


the sallies, against our Southern neigh- 
bors’ religion and Spanish heritage that 
mark John Gunther’s InsipeE Latin 
AMERICA. . . . For sheer bigotry it is 
hard to equal anywhere Gunther’s re- 
mark about the Colonial clergy... .” 
said Paul Hallett in the Denver Register. 

An unnamed “historian” took issue 
with the above but in his three-column 
reply we feel that Mr. Hallett fully 
justified his criticism. 

Rev. James A. Magner of the Ibero- 
American Institute, Washington, in a 
scholarly review in the New World says: 

“Gunthet’s attitude towards the Cath- 
olic Church in Latin America and his 
interpretation of its history has an un- 
fortunate familiar odor that has brought 
so much Pan-Americanism into ill re- 
pute in the past and delayed the day 
when cordial understanding and co- 
operation might prevail.” 

America—Under the Caption INs1pE, 
But No Insicut. “Vivid and entertain- 
ing, INsipE LATIN AMERICA is also su- 
perficial, opinionated, hasty.” 

“Latin-American conservatives, who 
stand for Catholic principles are por- 
trayed, for the most part, as illogical, 
reactionary and anti-American.” 

“Tt was written by one who has no 
real understanding of the diplomacy, 
peoples or culture of Latin America.” 

Sign — “His (Gunther’s) eye is for 
current items and superficial analyses.” 

“Typical Gunther misinterpretation.” 

“The author’s attempt to link up 
Catholics in Ibero-America with Fas- 
cism and Nazism is close to group 
slander.” 

“His bias against Christian Spain 
and his disappointment at the defeat 
of forces supported by Soviet Russia 
in that country are patent.” 


Harcourt, $2.50 
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Is Mopern Cutture Doomep? 

Krzesinski Devin, $2.00 
The author has endeavored to prove that 
we have to do with two cultures; the tradi- 
tional or Christian and the anti-traditional or 
materialistic. 

“At the moment,” he says, “modern materi- 
alistic culture seems to be in a precarious posi- 
tion. Balanced perilously on the brink of a 
precipice, it looks as if it must surely topple 
off any minute into the abyss below, dragging 
with it to a common doom Christian culture 
as well. 


I’ve Come a Lonc Way 
Kuo Appleton Century, $3.00 


Seeing China, London, Hollywood and New 
York through the eyes of this young Chinese 
refugee newspaper woman will give you sur- 
prising new views of both East and West. 
Charming biography. 


Tue Ivory MIscHIEF 

Meeker Houghton, $2.75 
Cath. Book Club Quarterly: “Mr. Meeker 
resembles an urbane and knowing guide in a 
museum who .. . earns his fee but forfeits 
respect. . . . A scholarly scandalogue, a well- 
expressed but essentially single-minded inves- 
tigation of refined sensuality. . . . The objec- 
tion to the book rests not only on moral 
grounds. . . . The real objection is an artistic 
one.” 

“The Ivory Mischief’ will find its most 
admiring audience in people who fancy them- 
selves Voltaires when they are really Win- 
chells.” 


Jews In a GENTILE WorLD 

Graber-Henderson Macmillan, $4.00 
Cath. Wid., Mar. ’42: “. . . Envisages ‘the 
necessity of honest soul-searching and frank 
discussion as a prerequisite to the discovery of 
causes and the healing of ills.” 


Krno’s HicgHWwAy 

Borden Macmillan, $2.50 
Cath. Wld., Feb. *42: “The book is well writ- 
ten, interesting from the first page to the last, 
and gives a perfect picture of the gladly borne 
sufferings of Catholics during the Reforma- 
tion.” 


Keys OF THE KincpoM 

Cronin Little, $2.50 
Commonweal: “Likely to be praised for the 
wrong reason. . . . It is painful to have to 
report that he has dealt with a great theme 
on teo melodramatic a level. The result is 
indeed a ‘good story’ but it is misleading.” 
Binsse. 

America: “Two points need criticism .. . 
Father Francis not infrequently gives the 
impression that he is tinged with indifferent- 
ism ... and... the attitude of Mother 
Veronica-Marie . . . is expressed in insolent 
language that I do not think one nun in a 
million would use.” 

Sign: “There are a few minor mistakes that 
may be easily forgiven because of the intrinsic 
worth of the book. . . . This new novel is well 
worth the place it doubtless will reach. We 
cam recommend it very highly to readers of 
The Sign.” <4 

Cath. Wid.: “Deserves unusual attention 
. . - he has created a priest unlike any other 





you could find in a life-time of search either 
at home or in the mission field . . . all in all, 
it’s a-queer book with a queer hero and—I 
fear—a queer purpose.” 


Tue Lapy IN THE Mask 


Anne Green Harper, $2.50 


LancuacE In AcTION 
Hayakawa Harcourt, $2.00 


Thought, March, 1942: “Salutary experience 
for most readers.” 


A Lear IN THE SToRM 
Lin Yutang 


Unwholesome. 


John Day, $2.50 


LONELY PARADE 
Hurst Harper, $2.50 


Silly jibes at religion . . . misleading. 


Lonc WINTER ENDS 


Thomas Macmillan, $2.75 


GENERAL Douctas MacArTHUR 
Miller Winston, $1.35 


Chi. Daily News: “One finishes his life story 
feeling very humble, and proud that we are 
led by such a decent and courageous com- 
mander.” 


Tue Man On My Back 


Linklater Macmillan, $3.00 
Cath. Wid., Feb. 42: “. . . Very pearl of 
autobiographies . . . have never seen one like 


it . . . reads like a novel, a perfect one... 
he should write an autobiography every year 
—a new one—until he is seventy, eighty, or 
whatever subsequent age strikes him as the 
time to rest.” 

America: “A work of distinction.” 


Tue Man In Grey 
Smith Doubleday, $2.50 


* * * 


The man who doesn’t read good books has 
no advantage over the man who can’t read 
them. —ANON. 

* * * 


AGENTS 


The intense interest aroused 
by the “Books on Trial’ idea 
has brought us letters of com- 
ple of all 


sections of 


mendation from 
walks of life in 
the country. 

We are certain there are 
tens of thousands of others 
who would be equally enthu- 
siastic if they knew of this 
publication. 

We need assistance in 
reaching these people. If you 
are interested in earning 
books or cash commissions 
by helping in this work, ad- 
dress B.O.T., c/o “THE 
‘THOMAS MORE,” 22 W.. 
Monroe St., Chicago. 








Visiting Lecturer Says 


We're All “Wacky” 


So far as we know there hasn’t been 
anything yet printed to which someone 
doesn’t. object—even including the Re- 
vised ‘New Testament. So we don’t ex- 
pect to satisfy everyone. But, since 
Books ON TRIAL came into being 
through the encouragement of thosé who 
favored our ideas we would sincerely 
appreciate hearing from _ subscribers 
with whom we have not been ac- 
quainted. > 

We are trying to put in convenient 
form the information which we are led 
to believe will be most useful. We would 
like to know just, how far our readers 
want us to go—and in what direction. 

Shall we agree, for example, with the 
noted British poet, Alfred Noyes, who 
is quoted by the Chicago Tribune as 
having said in a recent interview that 
“‘We’ve all gone wacky,” and that “He 
finds that if he reads the jottings of a 
mental deficient to a poetry society, his 
audience cannot distinguish between the 
jottings and real poetry.” 

Mr. Noyes, however, is quoted as say- 
ing something further; “an advertise- 
ment of a book will say “The sordid 
brutality of this book is beyond praise. 
Published for $15 and selling for’ $1. 
Banned from all libraries and selling like 
wild-fire’.” As the saying goes, he’s “got 
something” there — as we think any 
criminal court judge will agree. 






* * * 


Homewood, Illinois 

Having heard of your projected publication, 
I write to lend encouragement. You have set 
a prodigious task for yourselves. 

It is only in recent years that I began to 
appreciate how much I have missed in failing 
to read better books. And I hate to spend 
good money for a book and then find it is not’ 
‘suitable for all the family. As a father of 
grown children, I have seen no end of harm 
done by unsuitable literature and hope your 
efforts to boost good books will be helpful. 

—J.G.K. 
* *. 


A good road guide should show the best 
roads—also point out bad stretches that would 













ruin your tires. 

We hope this guide will be equally helpful 
to our readers—and at the same time to the 
better authors and their publishers. 








x re 


(They,. Judgment and Reason, have| 
been grand jurymen since before Noah 
was a sailor.) SHAKESPEARE. 
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“This War Is 
the Passion”’ 


The president of a leading women’s 
college said recently: “I wish this book 
could be in every military camp.” 

Likening the present World War to 
the Passion of Our Lord this English 
girl “writes like some old saint of hun- 
dreds of years ago.” Over and over it 
has been said that to strengthen the 
soul in Wartime this is the most impor- 
tant book yet produced. 

Not only for the war she has seen, 
but for every age, the problem of spirit- 
ual defense is brought within the under- 
standing of the general public. Father 
Feeney says “Hers is not an example of 
coolness under fire, but rather of clarity 
of vision under fog.” 

Tuts War Is THE PASSION is more 
than Caryll Houselander alone. It re- 
flects the ideas and ideals of the LaprIEs 
OF THE Grail, of which she is an as- 
sociate. She is not a member of The 
Grail order, as has been erroneously 
reported in this country. She is a lay 
person—an artist, with a studio in 
London, where she specializes in paint- 
ing Stations of the Cross and crucifixes. 

[Last fall Miss Houselander painted 
a set of stations and a crucifix for the 
chapel of the Ladies of The Grail who 
are now established in this country. The 
boat carrying them to America was 
sunk. A duplicate set which she rushed 
through (the stations being etched) has 
arrived and we had the pleasure of ex- 
hibiting them in our office just this 
week. We understand Miss Houselander 
would be interested in further commis- 
sions and will be pleased to transmit 
any inquiries sent to us.| 

The articles on which this book is 
built originally appeared in The Grail 
Magazine in England. 

* * * 


“Grail Magazine’’ 


Discontinues Publication 


We learn with regret that owing to 
war-time obstructions, thé “Grail Maga- 
zine,” published in England, but with 
many subscribers in the U. S., has been 
forced to suspend publication. 

We are privileged to announce that 


} the Ladies of the Grail, now established 


in this country, will shortly have their 


4 own publication here. We will be pleased 


have 
Voah 


to furnish further information to any- 


one interested in securing the forth-— 


§ Coming publication when issued. 





AGENTS WANTED!! 


“BOOKS ON TRIAL” can use agents in all porte 
of the country. If interested send for details. 











THE MAss OF BROTHER MICHEL 
Michael Kent, with illustrations by Beatrice 
Bradshaw Brown. The Bruce Publishing 
Company, $2.50. 

Some books are difficult to review, 

because the reviewer instinctively feels 

he ought to say good things about them. 

There can be no question about THE 
Mass OF BROTHER MICHEL being a 
thoroughly Catholic novel both in theme 
and treatment, and yet—difficult as it 
may be to say, the fact is that it is one 
of those stories that may cause the mis- 
taken feeling, these days, that literature 
in Catholic fiction is dead. 

The pity of it is that the theme has 
potentialities. There are parts of the 
book that make the reader yearn for a 
simplicity of treatment that might have 
made of it—especially the first half—a 
story in the tradition of “Ovr Lady’s 
Juggler.” To have found a place in that 
category, however, would have taken 
more restraint than the author possesses. 
He would have had to be content with 
a plain, straightforward story without 
the flamboyant melodrama with which 
he obscures the poignant picture of the 
crippled scion of French nobility find- 
ing peace and security, at last, as a 
humble lay brother. He would, in short, 
have had to concentrate on the simple 
telling, in simple phrases of a man’s 
spiritual regeneration. He would have 
had to abandon what apparently was 
his chief objective— the writing of a 
plot novel. 

The story is laid in the French 
provinces in the time of the rise of 
the Huguenots. It tells how Michel de 
Guillemont, horribly crippled in a hunt- 
ing accident, loses his intended bride 
and his patrimony, and how, eventually, 
in the quiet serenity of the monastery, 
he discovers the value of faith, of prayer 
and of service to mankind. 

It tells how he even becomes spirit- 
ually reconciled to the physical disabili- 
ties which prevent his aspirations to the 
priesthood; but how he does not let that 
frustration interfere with his acquire- 
ment of the wisdom and the spirit of 
a priest. 

Finally, in a bloody and emotional 
finale, it tells how Michel and Louise 
are united in martyrdom. . 

As a whole, it will furnish entertain- 
ment — perhaps even a bit of spiritual 
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uplift — to Catholic readers who do not 
look beyond the story. It would be a 


dangerous book to put in the hands of’ 


a sympathetic non-Catholic in whom 

there is some hope of engendering an 

appreciation of Catholic literature. 
—R. J. BAYER 


* * * 


Maritain Selected 
Readings 


It would be a calamity for Catholic 
culture if intelligent and keen minded 
Catholics hesitated to read Jacques 
Maritain’s writings because of an ill- 
deserved reputation that they are too 
difficult. 

His RELIGION AND CULTURE is a 
brief and readable little volume which 
may serve to introduce one to M. Mari- 
tain’s thinking and style. THEONAs, 
CONVERSATIONS OF A SAGE (Sheed & 
Ward, 1933) contains a group of wise 
and witty dialogues dealing with scien- 
tific, philosophical and political subjects. 

For persons with a taste for bio- 
graphical and historical writing THREE 
REFORMERS (Scribners, 1929) will be 
highly informative. Some readers will 
find the opening pages of FREEDOM IN 
THE MopERN Wor tp (Scribners, 1936) 
too heady for them. This is a book 
which will well repay thoughtful reading. 

Those seeking the best rounded state- 
ment of M. Maritain’s social and politi- 
cal ideas (as well as one of the greatest 
works in the history of Catholic politi- 
cal thought) should begin with Truz 
HuMANIsM (Scribners, 1938). A Curis- 
TIAN LOOKS AT THE JEWISH QUESTION 
(Longmans, 1939) is an eloquent essay 
in which M. Maritain makes an effec- 
tive answer to anti-Semitism. 

M. Maritain’s latest essays on politi- 
cal, scientific and philosophical ques- 
tions of the hour will be found in Poxr- 
TIcs AND ScHoasticism (MacMillan, 
1940) and RANSOMING THE TIME 
(Scribners, 1942). Each essay has im- 
mense power and profundity. Many of 
them will offer quite formidable chal- 
lenges to the general reader. M. Mari- 
tain has collaborated with his wife 
Raissa Maritain in writing PRAYER AND 
INTELLIGENCE (Kenedy, 1928) a beau- 
tiful little brochure of spiritual reading 
for all those who dedicate themselves in 
any way to the life of learning. 

—CuHaARLES O’DONNELL 
DePaul University, Chicago 
(Some of the. above books unfortunately ‘are 
not available at this time.) 
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% 34 % Review Excerpts and Comments 


(Reprinted without prejudice to author, publisher or reviewer. See page 2, column 3) 


A Map oF LIFE 

Frank Sheed S. & W. $1.00 
This little book will be read in 1953 
with as much profit as when published 
in England in ’33. 

Sample—‘Freedom is usually defined 
as the power to do what one likes. Ac- 
cepting the definition, one sees instantly 
that the power to do what one likes may 
be the goal, but doing what one likes is 
not necessarily the road to that goal.” 

“Accidents,” says the author, “have 
no purpose.” This book is not an ac- 
cident. 

Marion ALIVE 

Baum Doubleday, $2.75 

Generally disgraceful. 


MarriacE Is A PrivaTE AFFAIR 


Kelly Harper, $2.50 
Commonweal: “Dreary going . . . makes one 
shudder.” 


MECHANIZATION AND CULTURE 

Marx Herder, $2.00 
America, Feb. ’42: “If you are hunting for a 
collection of choice assaults on mechanization 
of modern life, both on the farm and in the 
factory, you will find them here. You will find 
likewise a vigorous statement of those eternal 
truths about man, the neglect of which has 
permitted the mechanization of our civiliza- 
tion and brought it to the brink of doom.” 

Commonweal, Jan. 23, '42: “The bulk of 
his book is as damning as a social criticism of 
man’s use of the machine as this reviewer has 
encountered. . . . The author completes his 
indictment by marshalling evidence of the bad 
effects on people of mass-production methods 
and the general speed-up in daily life.” 


Misston To Moscow 

Davies Simon and Shuster, $3.00 
America, Feb. '42: “Observed recently Repre- 
sentative Martin Dies, of Texas: “There are 
those who feel that it has become indelicate 
even to speak of the Communist fifth column.’ 
In harmony with this sentiment, it appears 
indelicate to offer anything but the most en- 
thusiastic endorsement to the volume of let- 
ters, diary notes and personal reminiscences 
that tell of Ambassador Davies’ experiences in 
Moscow from 1936 to 1939.” 


MississipP1 BELLE 


Ripley Appleton, $2.50 
Unfavorable. 
THE Moon Is Down 

Steinbeck Viking, $2.00 
No great merit. 


MurpererS COMPANION 
Roughead 

Satisfactory light reading. 

My Frienp FLicKka 
Ohara Lippincott, $2.50 

Sign: “It is good news indeed that this book 

has been so favorably received by the ordinary 

reader.” 

Movie rights have been sold. 


Reader’s Club, $1.50 


‘addiction to pork sausages . . 


NeEvER No More 
Laverty 


(See short review in this issue.) 


My New Orper 

Hitler Reynal & Hitchcock, $1.89 
Sign, Oct. 42: “. . . A powerful book which 
does not need the trappings and drum-beats 
of the propaganda method. Raoul de Sales, in 
whose veins flows the blood of the great St. 
Francis de Sales, is a well-known French- 
American journalist whose translating integrity 
cannot be questioned.” 


Longmans, $2.50 


MYsTERY AT THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE 
Orton Stokes, $1.50 


Tue NECESSITY FOR THE CHURCH 
By W. E. Orchard Longmans, $1.75 


Anyone who thinks at all these days must 
wonder whether our people can be shocked 
out of their smug self-complacency. Even 
those who do not look beyond the daily news- 
paper must sense the existing confusion. 

Christopher Dawson recently made this 
statement in the Dublin Review, “Either re- 
ligion must come back into public life or the 
political ideologies will replace religion, as 
has occurred in the totalitarian states.” 

Dr. Orchard seeks first for the fundamental 
differences between the Catholic and Protes- 
tant positions. He concludes that the main dif- 
ficulty is in the matter of trust in the author- 
ity of the Church. He believes the failure to 
trust the Church is due to a lack of recogni- 
tion of the need for authority. He goes on to 
remove objections and secure an appreciation 
of the Church and to prove all Christians 
must depend upon it. 

His treatment throughout is frank, clear- 
cut, reasoned, and reflects the deep studies he 
made while on the way to conversion. He was 
previously a Protestant minister. 

Sample Paragraph 

“Tt should be clearly understood that just 
as a Jew when he becomes a Christian does 
not need to signalize his conversion by an 
. neither need 
a Quaker . . . feel that he must support it 
by attending dances and whist drives and sub- 
scribe to raffles, sweepstakes or bridge.” 


New Hope 

Suckow Farrar & Rinehart, $2.50 
Nose CASTLE 

Hollis Longmans, $2.50 


Cath. Wid.: “Brilliantly lucid . . . brief survey 
of world’s culture . . . particularly from 
literary aspect... .” 


One IncH or SPLENDOUR 

Sister Rosalia Field Afar Press, $1.00 
Review for Religious: “Recommended for 
Community reading.” 


One Rep Rose ForevER 

Jordan Knopf, $2.75 
Extension: Disapproved. “Why his . . . hectic 
matrimonial affairs should have been a worthy 
subject of this novel is not immediately 
evident.” 

* * * 

What a man reads is a surer measure of his 

education than any number of degrees. 
—Frank SHEED 


Onty One Storm 


Granville Hicks Macmillan, $2.75 
Oprnions oF OLIVER ALLSTON 

Brooks Dutton, $3.00 
Cath. Wid.: “. . . Will be hailed with delight 


by those who believe in the noble tradition of 
letters, as it will certainly outrage those 
writers of our time—many of whom are the 
most gifted writers we have—who have been 
using their talents to tear down rather than 
to construct. . . . Here we have one more sign 
of the reaction in favor of sanity which has 
for some time been noticed. . . . All of us 
should make it a matter of conscience to read 
‘Opinions of Oliver Allston’.” 
Sat. Rev. Lit.: “The Opinions of Van Wyck 
Brooks have now inspired one of those polem- 
ical flurries which periodically twitch the 
sleeping mind -of intellectual America. .. . 
He groups in the guilty category Europeans 
like Mallarmé, Baudelaire, Rimbaud, Joyce 
and Proust, refugees from America like Hem- 
ingway, Wolfe and Faulkner. . . . A writer in 
the Partisan Review is quoted as saying ‘Mr. 
Brooks doesn’t like all these writers because 
he is a bourgeois and they show up his 
bourgeois order’.” 

(For further comments on the bourgeois 
spirit, see a subscriber's letter in this issue.) 

After criticizing Mr. Brooks on some points, 


‘Columbia says: “Despite the somewhat harsh 


criticism implied above, this book is one of 
the few important books to appear in 1941.” 

Theodore Maynard in Thought (March) 
says: “Nobody concerned with the intellectual 
tendencies of our times can afford to miss 
reading this book.” 


Out oF THE NIGHT 
Valtin Alliance, $3.50 


Doubtful merit. 


Ox-Bow INCIDENT 
Clark Reader’s Club, $1.50 


See special comment. 


Pappy THE CoPE 

Gallagher Devin, $2.50 
Commonweal, March 20: “Very few modern 
books can stand re-reading. This book is one 
of the few. It is worth reading if only for the 
Irish-English of it. It is the story of a people, 
poor, plentiful and very proud, who overcame 
penury, and what is worse, fear, and overcame 
them by faith in one another and in the co- 
operative economy. . . . Wherever young men 
go, put this book in their way for it will give 
them the heart to have faith in themselves.” 

The best book on Co-ops yet written—Eb. 


PaGEANT oF SouTH AMERICAN History 

Peck Longmans, $3.00 
Catholic World, Feb., °42: “. . . Entertaining 
story of Ibero-American history . . . gerierous 
credit given to early missionaries . . . although 
occasional references to ‘fanaticism’ and ‘su- 
perstition’. . . Catholic influence correctly and 
sympathetically indicated . . . attractive intro- 
duction to an important subject.” 


Preorpte Unper HITLER 
Deuel Harcourt, $3.50 


Favorable. 
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Prep PIPER 
Shute Morrow, $2.50 
Sign, Feb. ’42: “It must be noticed also that 


in this book there are one or more traces of 
that romantic amoralism so explicit in ‘French- 
man’s Creek.’. . . ‘It was all part of the 
pattern of destiny, which they had no power 
to resist. It was intended that we should do 
no wrong,’ says Nicole.” 


PLACES 
Belloc S. & W., $2.50 


Commonweal, March 20, DHH: “Most of our 
travel these days must be retrospective and a 
book like this is doubly welcome. . . . Im- 
plicit throughout is the author’s feeling for 
history.” 


In Quest oF Moras 
Lanz Stanford U. Press, $3.50 


Thought, March, °42: “It is difficult to say 
what constructive worth this book has.” 


RanpoM HARVEST 


Hilton Little, $2.50 


RANSOMING THE TIME 

Jacques Maritain Scribners, $2.50 

Translated by Binsse 

Commonweal, Jan. 30, ’42: “The title of the 
book, therefore, is to be taken in the sense 
that Christianity, in virtue of the wholeness 
and realism of its interpretation of life, alone 
is capable of redeeming our age from the 
intellectual inadequacy that haunts contempo- 
rary philosophy and renders it impotent in the 
realm of practical application.” 


RETURN TO THE FUTURE 

Undset Knopf, $2.50 
Commonweal, March 20: “Two aspects... 
one, the author’s forced flight from Norway 

. two, her reflections on the origin, present 
status, and future of democracy as a driving 
force and an idea to live by.” 

George Shuster in N.Y. Herald Tribune: 
“I have read nothing of late which seems so 
well worth an American’s time.” 

* * * 


What Am I Noted For? 


Born in 1797, I studied for the Presbyterian 
ministry but later became an Episcopalian. 
The Bishop of New York interested himself in 
me and after ordination I married his daughter 
—a god-child of Elizabeth Seton. My name 
was Levi what? 

I was the first Episcopal bishop of North 
Carolina. After 21 years as a bishop I became 
a Catholic. My wife, a bishop’s daughter, who 
had been a bishop’s wife, followed. What am 
I noted for? (See answer on another page.) 


* * * 


Her great grand-father signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence. One grandfather was a 
member of the Continental Congress, the 
other a president of Harvard. 

With her husband she helped found the 
great Brook Farm experiment. In 1847 she 
joined the Church and recently a public school 
in Boston has been named after her. Who was 
she? (For answer see p. 31 of 


In No Srrance Lanp by Katherine Burton, 
Longmans, $2.50, 

in which is gathered the biographies of some 
outstanding converts of the 19th century.) . 
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Why Bother About Books 
That Are Six Months Old? 


In the old days if one missed the 
stage-coach he took things easy for a 
day or two while waiting for the next 
one to appear, but under the present 
tempo there are people who get all up- 
set if they miss out on one section of a 
revolving door. 


There are likewise some who want 
their book reviews the day a new book 
is released, while others won’t bother 
reading a .book until it has been out 
long enough to prove its worth. There 
is no way to satisfy everyone. 


The best reviews are nearly always 
late. The best books usually do not 
reach their peak in sales for months 
after publication, and a very large 
number of readers do not have access 
to best-sellers until they reach the re- 
print or bargain-counter stage or be- 
come available without long waiting at 
the rental libraries. 

It is also a mistake to under-estimate 
the influence of the book which fails. 
Such books provide the bulk of many 
neighborhood libraries, because they 
reach the bargain counter sooner than 
the successes, and it is a temptation to 
buy three or four books if they may be 
had for the regular price of one. 

If, therefore, you are inclined to 
question. the value of our comments on 
books published in 1941 or even in 
1940, please remember this information 
is useful to others who are just getting 


around to books which you may have 
read a year ago. 


Late Books 


For those interested only in the 
latest we will furnish useful informa- 
tion also. As we hit our stride we will 
be able to make our studies in ad- 
vance of publication and will be as near- 
ly up to date as a monthly can hope 
to be. 

Help Wanted 


We are developing three groups of 
assistants. The first includes those who 
will furnish scholarly and extended re- 
views, written after close study. This 
group includes competent experienced 
reviewers. 

The second group consists of com- 
mentators rather than reviewers. They 
do not have the time or inclination to 
write formal reviews but will contribute 
paragraphs and comments either of a 
general nature or in reference to par- 
ticular books. 

The third group includes readers. 
They will help us in reading books to 
determine their content in order that 
we may have a concensus of dependable 
opinion on which to base our recom- 
mendations. 

We will be glad to hear from 
anyone who would be interested in 
joining with us in one or more of 
these groups. 


ee 
COMING BOOKS 


Time Runs Out 
Henry J. Taylor Doubleday, $3.00 
Newspaper man’s personal-adventure story of 
getting in and out Germany in 1941. 
(Expected to be best seller. To be published 
April 10th. Advance orders being accepted.) 


No RETREAT 
Anna Rauschning 


To be published April 13th. 
‘ (Persecution and pursuit by Nazis.) 


Bobbs, $3.00 


WaveE HicH THE BANNER 
Brown 


To be published April 13th. ~ 
(Story of Davy Crockett and the Alamo. ) 


I 


Macrae, $2.50 


Inswe Asia (War Edition) 


Gunther Harper, $3.50 
Publication date April 15th. 
THe Srronc City  Apre 13 


Taylor Caldwell 


Scribner, $3 





HauntTep Lapy Apr. 30 
Mary Roberts Rinehart F.&R., $2 
CENTER OF THE WEB May 1 
Katharine Roberts Doubleday, $2 
THe Fort WE Face May 1 
Pierre J. Huss Doubleday, $3 
THe KILLER AND THE SLAIN May 1 


Hugh Walpole Doubleday, $2.50 
REPAIRMEN Witt Get You Ir You Don’t 


Watca Out May 1 
Roger William Riis and John Patric 
Doubleday, $1.95 


May 1 
Doubleday, $2.50 


War Has Seven FAces 
Frank Gervasi 


Tue CasTLe ON THE HILy May 4 
Elizabeth Goudge Coward, $2.50 
BRIGHT TO THE WANDERER May 5 
Bruce Lancaster . Little, $2.50 i 
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‘‘ Books on Trial’ Is Organized to 
Satisfy Catholic Reader Needs” 


Reprinted from THE COLUMBIAN, Chicago—Official Knights of Columbus Publication. 


There is no greater threat to civilization and Christianity than the terrifying 
influence of present-day “literature.” And this danger is all the greater because so 


few people realize what is going on. 


Absorbed in a thousand other things, most people do not know the character of 
the books in their libraries—or even what their own children may be reading. 

Books ON TRIAL, a new publication, and the first within reach of the ordinary 
reader, in either convenience or cost, should be in every clubroom, library and school. 
It is not at all an anti-smut organ, but is rather for those who would never know- 
ingly buy or read an indecent book. Furthermore, avoiding the purchase of even one 


worthless book will repay its cost for a year. 


The originator of the chart idea is John C. Tully, organizer and first Grand Knight 
of Notre Dame University Council sili years ago, and he will edit the new 


publication. 


Every Council should have a committee at work on this matter. It is not always 
easy to find a definite job to do in preserving our heritage. Books on Tria offers 


an unusual opportunity. . 

The Victory Book campaign has taught 
millions of people that books are materials 
of war. But while their value in the armory 
of defense is unquestioned comparatively few 
people realize the difficulty of choosing them 
wisely. The only guide for a surprising num- 
ber is some sort of “best seller” list. Such 
lists show which books lead in sales but, un- 
fortunately, tell little of quality and practi- 
cally nothing of character. 

For the past year an ex-manufacturer and 
banker of Chicago—long interested in the in- 
fluence of reading matter—has been conduct- 
ing a survey to find out how the general pub- 
lic chooses books. An alarming number, he 
finds, give little or no thought to the matter 
of selection. They may choose any book at 
all if they have seen it listed or heard it men- 
tioned frequently. Publishers, by the way, say 
that 40 percent of book sales are the result of 
word-of-mouth advertising. 

Another group of buyers choose much the 
same books as the first, but for a different 
reason. They choose with deliberation what 


. “everybody’s reading.” Neither group concern 


themselves with quality, and moral content or 
influence is usually ignored. 
Dissatisfaction Increasing 

A third group, however, is different, com- 
prising those who want advice and informa- 
tion. Neither best seller lists nor book clubs 
blurbs will persuade them to spend their 
money or their time unless they are convinced 
a book is worth while. And here’s where a 
surprise appeared. Whether- war has brought 
more serious thinking or because of dissatis- 
faction for other reasons this group, formerly 
in the minority, is increasing faster than either 
of the others. 

Studying this group it was found that their 
requests were not being satisfied. In the cities, 
sales clerks, even if qualified, were not alto- 
gether free to discuss defects, Also, their in- 
formation usually did not extend much be- 
yond the dust-jacket information supplied by 
the publisher, whose books were a hands good, 
in his opinion. 


i 


Even when accessible, few libraries have a 
full list of periodicals containing reviews and 
the time spent hunting for reviews is lost for 
reading. 

Clearly, there has been a need for some kind 
of service that has not been within reach of 
this important .group—either in cost or con- 
venience. And those outside the larger cities 
have been particularly handicapped. 

Quality vs. Quantity 

Since best-seller lists and charts show at a 
glance the books which lead in sales it oc- 
curred to the investigator that similar charts 
might be prepared which would show—not 
quantity—but quality. But a wide difference 
of opinion exists as to what constitutes qual- 
ity, or decency, or even ordinary respectability 
and the opinions of one staff would hardly be 
considered sufficient. Why not, then, sum- 
marize the conclusions of the experts who 
publish reviews in every leading Catholic pe- 
riodical, combining the result in chart form 
for quick reference? 


Helpful for Reference 


The response to this proposal was astound- 
ing. Promises of subscriptions were imme- 
diately forthcoming in numbers up to two 
hundred copies from individuals and institu- 
tions. Those called upon to recommend books 
or to pass on their fitness were particularly 
enthusiastic on account of the time-saving 
features. 

An organization was recruited to publish a 
monthly—Booxs. on Triat—the name chosen 
toe indicate that each book had been given a 
hearing by the jury of experts, whose “ver- 
dict” will appear in the charts. 

Posting of Charts Encouraged 


Foot-notes are provided for those who want 
further information, also indexes to reviews, 
paragraphs from new books to indicate suit- 
ability, seasonal lists, materials for discussion 
clubs—and since it is virtually a “request” 
publication several pages will be given over to 
the exchanges of views between subscribers. 
Cumulative charts of large size for posting 


Charts for Posting 


To our surprise we learn 
that the sample chart from 
our announcement circular 
has been posted in numer- 
ous libraries and church 
vestibules. 

So many requests have 
been received that we have 
decided to print, quarterly, 
large size cumulative charts 
suitable for posting pur- 
poses. 

The subscription price, 
including these charts is 
$1.50 per year. 





will be available quarterly for schools and 
libraries. 
Subscriptions Being Taken 

The Thomas More Library and Book Shop, 
Majestic Bldg., Chicago, a “not for profit” 
organization, is sponsoring Booxs on TRIAL 
and will handle subscriptions, which are $1.00 
per year. 

* * * 


We regret that a review of Success 
IN Court, by Francis L. Wellman— 
MacMillan $3.50—by John C. Fitz- 
gerald, Dean of the College of Law of 
Loyola University did not make the 
dead-line. It will appear in our next 
issue. Dean Fitzgerald is also a Trustee 
of “The Thomas More.” 


* * * 


Dodd-Mead, $2.50 
Maureen Daly’s new book “Seventeenth 
Summer” will be published April 21st and 
wide circulation is already assured. This is 
another “first book” but the author is well 
known throughout the country as the winner 
of the Dodd-Mead Short Story Contest last 
year. She is also a regular contributor to the 
Chicago Sunday Tribune. 

The Thomas More Library expects to have 
Miss Daly as its guest some weeks later. In 
the meantime we are accepting advance or- 
ders and, if requested, will furnish personally 
autographed copies. 

(We regret not being able to secure a re- 
viewers copy in time to offer our comments 
in this issue.) ’ 
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REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON 
Leech Harper, $3.50 


THe Royat Roap 

Kuhl S.& W., $1.75 
Ave Maria, March 7, TAL: “The theme is a 
difficult one for a novelist’s first attempt and 
the results, we believe, more than justify the 
effort.” 


St. THomas Aquinas: THE ANGEL OF THE 
SCHOOLS 

Raissa Maritain 

Translated by Kernan 

America, March 14: “Every tiny theologian of 
catechism age (in pantaloons or pinafore) will 
welcome this English edition of Madame 
Maritain’s charming biography of the Angel 
of the School.” 

(See also our brief review.) 


Long., $1.50 


SARATOGA TRUNK 

Ferber Doubleday, $2.50 
Sign, Feb. ’42: “The prodigious ‘sales of her 
(Edna Ferber’s) ‘Saratoga Trunk’ are a far 
from flattering commentary on the taste and 
critical faculty of the novel-reading masses. 
.. . This patched-on moralizing is as much in 
place and as convincing as a sermon on chas- 
tity interpolated in the goings-on at Minsky’s.” 

America: “This book was written with one 
eye on Hollywood and the other on the 
rental-library reading public.” 


THE SEA oF CorRTEZ 
Steinbeck Viking, $5.00 


Commonweal, March 20, JMK: “Like all ro- 
manticists who try to be realists, and maybe 
others as well, they are very inconsistent. 
They cannot view procreation in the salt 
marsh without lamenting that man does not 
copulate with the barnyard abandon of Gallus. 
They want us to be natural about such things. 
Yet when we are natural in another manner 
and go about slaughtering each other with 
feline cruelty they shed tears because we are 
such fools. . . . The long appendix and ex- 
pensive illustrations are preposterous. 

Even though the book is mostly incongruity 
and failure there are spots in which a deep 
insight into the human spirit is evidenced.” 


THE SECRET SON 
Kaye-Smith Harper, $2.50 


Catholic World, March ’42, NEM: “While the 
‘Secret Son’ is interesting, it represents a fall- 
ing off of its author’s powers both in form 
and substance. . . . (Parts) not convincing 
... (others) trivial in the extreme.” 

Commonweal, January 23, 42: “Viewed in 
retrospect the picture is unhappy, but the 
narrative is so competently unfolded that the 
book is genuinely entertaining.” 

(We agree with the World. The only reason 
for reading would be an interest in the 
author.) 


SEVEN TEMPEST 


Wilkins Macmillan, $2.75 
Storm 
Stewart Random, $2.50 


Story or AMERICAN CATHOLICISM 

Maynard Macmillan, $3.50 
Thought for March points out several mis- 
statements. Also that the book is above all 
things readable and a worthwhile and valuable 
account. 


SuRVIVAL TILL SEVENTEEN 
The literary editor of America says 
100,000 copies should be sold. 


SUBTREASURY OF AMERICAN Humor 

White Coward, $3.00 
Commonweal: “We counsel every family to 
put their savings in this Subtreasury.” 


Sun Is My Unporne 

Steen Viking, $3.00 
Extension, Jan. ’42: Disapproved. “An uncon- 
vincing effort is made to portray the Church 
and Churchmen as heartlessly calloused.” 


Tuat Day ALonc 
Van Paassen Dial, $3.75 


America: Very unfavorable. “To quote him is 
to refute him. To reproduce him is to cari- 
cature him. . . . Not even manifest ignorance 
can excuse his malicious attack on . . . Pope 
Pius XI.” 

Saturday Review of Literature: “His lan- 
guage (regarding the R.C. Church) is not as 
acid as in his denunciation of Protestant 
formalism, but his charge is that the Church 
is seeking forcible religious domination over 
peoples not affiliated with Rome.” 


THeEy CAME To A RIVER 

McKay Macmillan, $2.75 
America: “The book resembles a huge block 
of granite out of which a more accomplished 
artist such as Willa Cather might have hewn 
another Alexandra or Antonia.” 


THis ABOVE ALL 

Knight Harpers, $2.50 
Extension, Jan. ’42: “Disapproved.” 
’ Sordid elements excised in their condensa- 
tion by Reader’s Digest. 

(Sept.) per Commonweal, October 3, °41. 


Turis War Is THE PAssION 

Caryll Houselander S.&W., $2.25 
“Out of the war has come a great book...” 
says the Sign. 

“A fine foreword by Leonard Feeney makes 
the book still more splendid . . .” says 
America. 

(See special comment in this issue.) 


Tuy Preopre, My Prope 

Edwards Bruce, $2.00 
Columbia, Mar. ’42: “It would be gratifying 
if this very real and moving portrait of a 
Catholic missionary should find as many read- 
ers as Dr. Cronin’s ‘Keys of the Kingdom’ .. . 
as a study of Catholic missioners it is the 
better book.” 


TuHomistic PsycHoLocy 
Brennan Macmillan, $3.00 


Commended by Thought, March. 


Tue Trmeress LAND 

Dark Macmillan, $2.75 
“A vivid creative imagination linked with a 
scholarly background has made this book an 
outstanding picture of Australia.” 


VENABLES 

Norris Doubleday, $2.50 
Cath Wid., Jan. ’42: “. . . a tale of the ef- 
forts of an incompetent mother to raise, with- 
out the help of religion, a family of six... . 
We are surfeited with the agonies of the 








mother’s pregnancies ;—a portion of the novel 
well-calculated to foster the pagan doctrine 
of birth control. We cannot recommend the 
book.” 


We Who Drep Last Nicuatr 

Phillip The Grail, St. Meinrad, Ind., $2.00 
Extension: “Unlike the pietistic school of 
Catholic novelists, he has tried to tear a raw 
slice from life. His is the story of the re- 
generation of a panhandler. There is no doubt 
but that the author has talent, but it is too 
immature as yet to give a satisfying per- 
formance. 

“We are in entire agreement with his ob- 
jective, but we would like to see him employ 
more finesse in attaining it.” 


WELCOME SOLDIER 


McMeekin Appleton-Century, $2.50 


Westwarp THE CoursE 

McGuire Morrow, $3.75 
Columbia: “By contrast with the ill-informed, 
biased and undigested stuff presented to us 
recently by ‘insiders’ and ‘experts’ of the 
school of Gunther and Company, it stands out 
like a peak in Darien.” 

Chicago Sun: “ ‘Westward the Course’ is 
not always easy reading. But one puts it down, 
read from cover to cover, with a profound 
feeling that the time spent in reading it was 
profitably spent.” 

Cath. Wld., Mar ’42, JMcS: “For the writ- 
ing of these pages (on Hawaii, Australia Neth- 
erlands, Indies, Malaya) the author possesses 
numerous advantages — wide experience in 
travel, much practice as a writer .. . a jaunty 
style . . . rich culture.” 


WESTWARD THE SUN 


Brigid Knight Crowell, $2.50 


WHuite CLIFFS 

Miller Coward, $1.00 
Commonweal “Assayer’: “Narrative poem of 
the two wars and England ... is the steadiest 
best-seller of the whole list.” 


Witp Is THe River 

Bromfield Harper, $2.50 
Com. 1-2: “Mass of melodramatic froth. .. . 
There is much promised and nothing achieved 
. . . @ pulp-magazine echo of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ . . . those who like the ‘robust’ swag- 
ger of an insignificant rake will no doubt find 
it vital.” 


WINDSWEPT 
Chase Macmillan, $2.75 


Sign, Jan. ’42: “Miss Chase is a seasoned nov- 
elist. The story . . . is distinctly superior and 
is cut from solid marble.” 

Commonweal, 1-16: “As memorable as the 
nuns in Kate O’Brien’s ‘Land of Spices’ is the 
charming humanist, Mother Radegund, con- 
spicuously more intelligent than holy. Miss 
Chase knows her convents.” 

Cath. Wid., Jan. ’42: “. . . a welcome relief 
from the current fashion of exalting the ob- 
jectionable.as the normal .. . a fine artist . . . 
Catholic readers will find especial interest in 
her striking, if somewhat improbable portrait 
of a religious . . . the novel is a beautiful piece 
of work.” 
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Wherein — Differ! 


DEARLY BELOVED 
Ox-Bow INCIDENT Readers Club 


DEARLY BELOVED, a first novel, makes 
use of two current problems—the negro 
social problem and cooperatives. It is 
a hard book to review fairly without 
breaking rules— one has difficulty in 
thinking of the product apart from its 
author. If you ever had to listen to 
some humorless and unimaginative indi- 
vidual trying to make a hit telling a 
story, and who, finding himself failing, 
resorted to some cheap form of vulgarity 
to revive interest — you will wonder if 
this author has not forced on you a simi- 
lar impression of himself. 

Inasmuch as this is written before 
seeing any other review or comment we 
hazard the guess that this book may 
have its champions. Some may seek to 
find supposed hidden motives, but if 
this author had any motives that are 
sincere he has taken a strange method 
of clothing them. We think he is a 
“hitch-hiker,” trading indecencies for a 
ride — and smart enough to capitalize a 
current tendency of certain critics to 
search for deep-seated justification. The 
fact that pearls have sometimes been 
found concealed in books of similar odor 
adds to the difficulty of correct ap- 
praisal. It is our conviction, however, 
that most victims of this kind of writing 
are more affected by the contagion it 








Woman Wraprep In SILENCE 
Lynch Macmillan, $2.00 
Commonweal, December 26: “The author is to 
be commended for his devotion (but he has) 
. worked mightily without the equipment 
of genius which is essential for the successful 
treatment of his theme.” 


YOUNG AND THE IMMORTAL 


Currier Knopf, $2.50 


Catholic World, Jan. ’42: “. . . Travesty on 
convent life . . . overladen with realism, a 
euphemistic term for sordid sensuality.” 
Younc MAN oF CaRACAS 

Ybarra ; Ives Washburn, $3.00 
Catholic World, April, 1942: “There 
can be no question of the unique charm 
of this book—an autobiographical sketch 
which pictures the ever entertaining and 
frequently exciting story of this son of a 
Venezuelan army officer and a Ply- 
mouth-Rock Bostonian belle.” 


a OR oe 


“IN NO STRANGE LAND” 
ANS. Levi Silliman Ives was the first 


Protestant bishop to join the Catholic Church . 


since the Reformation. 





spreads than by the treasure which they 
never find. We believe further that any 
review of this book which omits men- 
tion of the crass obscenity is not fair to 
the readers of the review. 

The only point which bothers the 
editor of Books oN TRIAL is whether 
the book should be mentioned at all. 
Any comment at all affords some pub- 
licity — nevertheless we feel a warning 
is justified. 

We also feel that such books raise an 
issue which should be faced. If our ob- 
jection earns us the “bourgeois” label 
now being traded around in higher cir- 
cles, we cannot object. But we will con- 
tinue contending that Tobacco Road 
language does not deserve praise — and 
that its purveyors do deserve contempt. 

Getting back to the book, the author’s 
contributions in regard to cooperatives 
and the negro problem add up to just 
about nothing — practically none of the 
characterizations ring true—and the ele- 
ment of responsibility to the-public is 
missing altogether. 

Our desire is to commend — not con- 
demn— but here we find nothing to 
praise. 

From the Newsletter of the Catholic 
Book Club: Mr. Sylvester bites savage- 
ly at the Jesuits, Georgetown, lace- 
curtain Irish, Jansenism and bourgeois 
mentality. . . . The apposition of piety 
and obscenity may strike some readers 
as piquant, others as courageous. . 

This novel of Southern Maryland is 
one of the most unfortunate books in 
many a year. 

(By W. M. C. in the New World) 
There will be those who will jabber 
explosively in protest about some parts; 
personally, I pictured Catholic writing 
coming of age in America. 

If the pedestrian and commonplace in 
Catholic reading have got you down, 
Sylvester was writing for you. 

His book isn’t nice . . . it’s warm and 
human .. . healthily realistic . . . he is, 
I believe, the first “grown up” American 
Catholic novelist. 

Catholic World, April, 1942: “On the 
whole, this book combines good and evil 
in such proportion as to make a review- 
er’s task difficult. 

On the two very important points of 
religion and sex this novel is calculated 
to do much harm — insidiously and 
therefore the more dangerously. It is 
not a story to be recommended. It 






leaves a bad taste in the mouth. It 
might, in fact, reasonably be classified 
as a nasty book.” 

From America, March 28, ’42: Mr. 
Sylvester is a far better writer than most 
of the big names in modern realistic 
literature. 

But the book as a whole does little 
more than indicate the author’s sub- 
jective agitation and his intense ani- 
mosities. 

Like many anti-Pharisaical books, 
Dearly Beloved permits its wrath to 
be unjust, its honesty to be shocking, 
its frankness to be vulgar—its very 
virtues to be transformed into an un- 
charitable vengeance. 


* * * 





THe Ox-Bow INCIDENT might not 
win the sweepstakes in a contest of 
mangy sway-backs for a new low as 
a “Horse-opera,” but if it didn’t win 
I'll bet it would be a neck and neck 
stumble under the wire. 

Originally published some time ago 
it has now been revived by the Readers 
Club as their current offering. A “man’s 
book” says the writer of the introduc- 
tion—Clifton Fadiman—member of the 
Editorial Committee of the Readers 
Club and literary critic of the sometimes 
somewhat blasphemous New Yorker. 

The plot might get a passing grade 
for a 12-year old who had acquired his 
knowledge of the West from listening 
to three episodes of the Lone Ranger, 
but the conversation of the “assorted 
group” of citizens — generally drunk — 
is mostly inane drivel, the so-called 
“profound moral issues” are largely 
arid, and even Mr. Fadiman’s inspired 
introduction reports a murder which 
didn’t happen. 

If this book, on balance, is worth 
reading, then I’m a CCC (candidate 
for the conical cap). 

In his Totem Pore column in the 
Chicago, Sun, H. Allen Smith makes 
the following general comment on Mr. 
Fadiman’s description of THE Ox-Bow 
INCIDENT as “the first western novel to 
attain the level of literature.” Says Mr. 
Smith, “I think Mr. Fadiman is plumb 
loco.” 

“Tt happens that I read THE Ox- 
Bow INcIDENT when it first came out 
in 1940, It struck me as being two de- 
grees below dull. In fact, I had quite 
a struggle finishing it, but I did plug 
through to the end and then took it 
back to the rental library and told the 
girl, ‘Double phooey’.” 
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‘Dearly Beloved’’ and 
The *‘Bourgeois Mind”’ 


By Epitor “Booxs oN TRIAL” 


I received your prospectus just as I 
was about to write to another publica- 
tion. The sample of your chart which I 
have seen leads me to hope that you 
may help solve a problem that to me is 
serious. Really it is profoundly disturb- 
ing. I was about to write to Common- 
weal regarding an article of February 
27th by H. A. Reinhold on the Bour- 
geois Spirit. Before I had written, how- 
ever, there came to hand their review 
of Dearly Beloved—which leads me to 
believe that I would not be understood 
in that quarter. If I am all wrong I 
sincerely hope to be corrected—in lan- 
guage that ordinary people like myself 
can understand—when I say that not 
one in a thousand ordinary readers 
would find in a book of this kind the 
great merits which Mr. Binsse so ful- 
somely praises. In fact, I think it will 
be news to the author himself. 

My argument with the Reinhold ar- 
ticle is its lack of objectivity. It prac- 
tically throws out a challenge to anyone 
to object to realism — and realism as 
currently used is nothing more than a 
high-flown name for sordidness. 

“The bourgeois,” says the article, “‘is 
a person with a negative prefix.” He is 
“one who can’t stand realism.” I can 
stand anything if there is sufficient rea- 
son. But I claim that before being led 
into a company of degenerates, whether 
they be real or just made up to reflect 
an author’s mentality, I am entitled to 
be warned. 

Painting a priest a hero may stir up 
clouds of dialectic dust, but it is not a 


justification for obscenity. Neither is 
the feeling that one must follow the 
crowd. Reinhold accuses a decorator of 
ugly motives and spreading contagion 
because his painting does not show 
genius. And the tailor who spoils his 
suit gets no more orders. Why then 
should a betch writer be excused? Must 
little boys write dirty words on the 
walls for fear that if they don’t they 
will be called respectable? 

If as Reinhold says, “This bourgeois 
spirit has thoroughly conquered Protes- 
tantism” and has likewise “vastly con- 
quered our own church, affecting the 
minds of clergy and religious as well as 
the laity” then I have a lot of company 
—and I will continue my objections to 
coarseness and sex obsessions, and my 
claim that these writers are spreading 
contagion, as long as I can find a listen- 
er or a reader. B. M. T. 


We suspect editorial convention would 
prescribe that we reject the foregoing, 
but are publishing it in the belief that 
it is timely—that the writer is sincere— 
and that many others are in doubt as to 
how such books should be received. 

We do not encourage anyone to read 
the book in question but we would wel- 
come comment from those who may 
have read it, or on the general problem. 
See pages 5 and 18 —TueE EpIToR 

w * * 
Dubuque, Ia. 

I wish I had had your review last Decem- 
ber. I’m ashamed to find out what I had a 
dealer send to several of my friends for 
Christmas . . . books that I picked from a list 
of “popular fiction.” —C.C.A. 
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“Books on Trial”’ 
In the Army Camps 


Shortly before the Victory Book Cam- 
paign began, this writer spent three 
hours in the largest second-hand book 
store in the country shopping for books 
for a rental library. He found two ac- 
ceptable books. 


On another day he spent several 
hours at a Salvage Bureau headquarters 
inspecting books that had been donated 
by supposedly Christian families with- 
out finding even a single book worth 
carrying away. 

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society who collect second-hand litera- 
ture for jails and other institutions tell 
us that they must carefully sort out 
contributions that are not fit to be 
given to inmates. It is our belief that 
most people who buy such literature do 
so unintentionally. They have never 
given much thought to the matter of se- 
lections simply because their attention 
has never been directed to the necessity. 


Since Books on TRIAL was first men- 
tioned we have been asked frequently 
what we have been doing about Army 
Camps, the suggestion being offered 
that every chaplain ought to have a 
bundle for distribution. We wish that 
we were financially able to act on this 
suggestion, but unfortunately such is 
not the case. If any of our readers 
should be interested in this matter on 
seeing this first issue, we shall be very 
glad to fill their orders at cost. 


The Book of the Day 


We quote from Extension: 


It’s a sad commentary on the Amer- 
ican public that they can be bolted into 
reading the Book of the Day because 
“everybody’s talking about it.” A sad- 
der commentary is that authors are 
writing books according to formulae 
which they know will please their 
coterie of fancy reviewers who regard 
rawness as a hall-mark of genius. 


" x * 


Cash prizes of $25 and lesser 
amounts are offered by the pub- 
lisher, Bruce Publishing Co., for 
the best review of The Mass of 
Brother Michel. The contest closes 
May 1, 1942, and is limited to 
high school students. Details on 
request. 
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FaitH THE Root 

Barbara Frances Fleury Dutton, $2.50 
Beloved of three generations we meet 
“Father Jerry” as the shadows lengthen 
and he dreams of retirement from his 
little Michigan parish so that he may 
end his days in his native France. 

But before his release comes we meet 
his friends—farmer and banker, butch- 
er, barber, and editor, atheist fisherman 
and Lutheran minister. We enter upon 
the manifold problems that confront his 
daily life—mixed marriages and mur- 
der, deathbed repentance, midnight 
confessions, marble games, courtship 
and love. 

The author shows a_ penetrating 
knowledge of human nature, and her 
style flows as pleasantly and smoothly 
as the river which is the background of 
her tale. 

Faith is the root. This is the story of 
the fruit which it brings forth, in gen- 
erosity, courage, and humility. A story 
of deep psychological insight into the 
character not only of the priest who is 
its hero but of all the village men, 
women, and children to whom he is 
hero, father, friend, and confessor. 

He alone of all the townspeople is 
unaware of the place he holds in their 
hearts. “Hello, Father, we were having 
an argument,” a small boy greeted him 
one day. “Are you a saint?” 

“A saint?” 

“Ves. . . . I say you’re a saint. So 
does my Pop and Mom. There’s a runt 
here from up the river. He says you 
ain’t because there’s no gold thing on 
your head.” 

Father Germain . . . nodded absently. 
“He’s right, too,” he answered; “when 
you see the gold thing you'll know I’m 
a saint.” 

We close the book with a deeper 
realization of how genuinely a priest is 
“Father” to his flock, both those within 
and those without the fold, and a sense 
of how much every Catholic could do 
for those outside—if all of us were 
saints without the haloes. 

—C.V. 
Doddridge Farm 
* * * 


Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 
- Booxs on Tria should prove invaluable to 
those who depreciate the trend towards in- 
decency in ‘Best Sellers,’ and who wish autho- 
ritative information about books being pub- 
lished. May it be a successful project. 
—E. 0. M. 


PAGE * 


St. THomas AQUINAS, THE ANGEL OF 
THE SCHOOLS 

Raissa Maritain Longmans, $1.50 
In the brief compass of this small 
book, Madame Maritain tells for chil- 
dren the story of the life and work of 
St. Thomas Aquinas. But she does more 
than merely repeat the familiar anec- 
dotes; she catches the particular beauty 
of St. Thomas’s holiness — the holiness 
of intelligence. While the children for 
whom it is written (the publishers rec- 
ommend it for the early teens) may find 
parts of it too childish and other parts 
too difficult, they surely cannot read it 
without feeling the attraction of St. 
Thomas and of the Truth to which he 
devoted his life. The illustrations by 
Gino Severini are charming. 

—JANET KALVEN 

University of Chicago 


PADDY THE CoPE 


An autobiographical narrative . . . the 
struggle of a man and his friends to 
alleviate the poverty of their early lives 
through the Co-operative Movement. 

A truly great book that will find a 
place in every home and on all library 
shelves. A “success” story that will en- 
dear itself to all who read it. 

By all means get this book and dis- 
cuss it. It should be a “must” book on 
your list. 

—Tom H. Mapican 


RANSOMING THE TIME 

Maritain 
To that minority who use reading as an 
approach to understanding rather than as a 
vehicle of information or entertainment, this 
series of inter-related essays will deepen and 
augment their valid convictions. 

These essays have a common denominator— 
man. Human Equality—the tremendous proof 
of the real meaning of brotherhood; Who Is 
My Neighbor—a program of unity; and the 
futility of considering joy and peace apart 
from Truth. The Mystery of Israel—a warn- 
ing against bestial materialism and anti- 
semitism. Those who study Ransoming the 
Time will be enriched and rewarded by an 
increased respect for the sublime dignity of 
the human person and human life. 

—GENEVIEVE R. CrowE 
* * * 
Ogden, Utah 

Your thesis that ordinary readers have been 
denied information on the comparative quality 
of books is absolutely correct. I have sensed 
this for a long time without realizing there 
might be a remedy. 

I hope you have the answer, and that every 
library, school and parish in the country will 
support your efforts in one way or another. 

O.M. Y. 


Bayer... 

(Continued from page 3) 
tory of items, but by the number of 
times they have been read. 

If the first function of education is 
cultural and ethical (and sometimes 
when we look around us we wonder 
whether our institutions of secondary 
and higher education are not rapidly 
becoming glorified trade schools)—I re- 
peat, if education is to be cultural, the 
librarian is certainly the most important 
person in the school. The school, in the 
last analysis, can do little more than 
direct the interests of its students into 
the paths of culture. How far the stu- 
dent travels along that path depends on 
how attractive it has been made to 
appear to him. There is where the 
librarian comes in. 

About a year ago, a very learned 
gentleman wrote a book called “How to 
Read a Book.” For some time it held a 
place in the best sellers’ lists. Since it 
happens to be a work of some profun- 
dity, I lean to the opinion that its com- 
mercial success came from the fact that 
a lot of people took it for an elementary 
treatise—which it certainly was not. In 
other words, I think the high sales of 
Dr. Adler’s book proved two things: 
First, that most people do not know 
how to read a book, and, secondly and 
far more important, that a lot of them 
would like to learn how. 


How to Loan a Book 


It is on the second point, and the 
importance of the librarian in it, that I 


wish to dwell. If I were to write a book, 


say, on “How to Loan a Book,” I 
should not expect as large a sale for it 
among librarians as Mr. Adler got 
among readers, because it is quite cer- 
tain that most librarians would say: 
“Well, I know how to do that! I have 
(Continued on page 23) 


* * * 


IN PASSING BY... 


“Whatever else may be said about Hitler, 
Mussolini and Stalin, on one point there will 
be general agreement: in no sense of the term 
are they gentlemen.” 

Quoted from an article by Stanley B. James 
entitled The New Aristocracy in the January 
issue of the Catholic World—in which he says 
further: 

“They represent the untamed, volcanic 
forces latent in a Christendom which was all 


too content with securing external uniformity 
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and neglected the deep, spiritual roots of” 


character.” 











(The Catholic World, $4.00 per year, is a 


very fine monthly.) —Enp1rTor. 
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Other Good Books 


ANARCHY vs. DEMOCRACY 


Dr. F. A. Hermens of Notre Dame 
University, in his book ANARCHY vs. 
DEeMocRACY (an expose of the fallacies 
of Proportional Representation) makes 
a strong point of the fact that the 
people no longer know the fundamental 
reason for their democratic institutions 
and consequently change them unthink- 
ingly. His book has been highly praised 
and should be kept in mind whenever 
the subject of P.R. is brought up. 

A short time ago a national women’s 

organization made a strong drive for the 
adoption of Proportional Representa- 
tion. Whether they knew that P. R. is 
a fore-runner for the Popular Front, 
which contributed to the downfall of 
France, we are not informed. 
Willis D. Nutting* in Notre Dame 
Alumnus: . . . “If you wish to read 
a reasoned defense of our own American 
system by one who is thoroughly ac- 
quainted with it and with others, you 
should go to this book.” 


A SHorT BREVIARY 

Liturgical Press. 766 pp. $2.85 
The first Breviary entirely in English. 
Covers entire year and requires no direc- 
tory. Prepared for the use and needs of 
the laity. 

Revised New Testament quotations. 

Attractively printed in red and black 
—rounded edges—tribbons. 


CoMPANION TO THE SUMMA 

Sheed & Ward Each vol. $3.75 
The most useful work on St. Thomas 
in English. Shows his principles in mod- 
em application and in contrast with 
modern theories. 

Brings the Summa Theologica within 
reach of every man—simple or erudite. 

Pure flowing English makes this a 
book that readers rent and then return 
to buy—that it may be always at hand. 

Vol. I. The Architect of the Universe. 

Vol. II. The Pursuit of Happiness. 

Vol. III. The Fullness of Life. 

Vol. IV. The Incarnation. ’ 

Vol. IV is unpublished but is being 
written. Orders are being accepted. 

The CoMPANION was specially written 
for laymen and is extremely popular. 


CoNCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE 
Thompson-Stock $7.50 


This first Catholic Concordance is in- 
dispensable to all students of Religion. 





*Author of How Firm a Founpation, S. & W. 
1939 $1.75 
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A “must” book for every college and 
library, Catholic, Protestant or non- 
sectarian. Useful also to lay people, 
enabling quick location of any passage 
—1255 pages, 186,000 lines. 


CRIMINOLOGY 

Eligius Weir, O.F.M. $4.00 
Extension, Feb. ’42: “This work is dif- 
ferent. Like its author, it blurts out the 
truth fearlessly, directly and coherently. 
It then draws conclusions based on 
Catholic principles. In a word, it covers 
the entire field and draws up a list of 
reforms which are ambitious but are 
desperately needed.” 
THe Dratoc Mass 


Gerald Ellard, S. J. Longman’s, About $2.50 
Story of Dialog Mass—first time in English. 


Story oF AMERICAN CATHOLICISM 
An indispensable book for every library. 


THE EDUCATION OF SISTERS 
Sr. Bertrande S. & W., $3.75 


Review for Relig.: “Very briefly, the book is 
the narrative of what has been done in Amer- 
ica for the religious, social, cultural, and 
professional education of sisters, what is being 
done, and most significant of all, what should 
be done. . . . It is a book that had to be 
written; the candid objective presentation of 
facts that can do no harm; it may prove to be 
of inestimable value to future generations of 
sisters, if present superiors heed the pointed 
lesson that is written here.” (W.J.McG., S.J.) 


MYSTERY AT THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL- 
HOUSE 

Orton Stokes Co., $1.50 
Extension, Feb. ’42: “We have here a 
charming picture of school days in a 
country school of sixty years ago. It will 
be a revelation to city boys to learn of 
the joys they missed.” 


THE New TESTAMENT 


A revision of the Challoner-Rheims 
Version edited by Catholic Scholars. The 
former dollar edition is now $1.25. 
Other editions at $2.50, $5.00 and $6.00. 
Extension, Aug. ’41: “The 
event in our book world is the publica- 
tion of this revision of the New Testa- 
ment. Because of the changes in our 
language since the publishing of the 
Challoner edition in 1750, there has 
been a need for this revised edition.” 


Daity READINGS FROM NEW TESTA- 
MENT 

Art Board, 35c; De Luxe Duro, 75c; 

De Luxe Seal Leather, $1.50 
More convenient for daily use than 
the New Testament itself. By reading 
the portions assigned for each day, 90 
per cent of the N. T. is covered each six 
months. 


biggest ~ 


ARMS FOR LIVING 

Gene Tunney Funk, $2.00 
Tunney learned to enjoy good books in an 
army camp. He also learned how character 
and physical fitness can be developed. His 
experience should be an inspiration to millions 
of our young men who will face the same 
problems Tunney met and conquered. 


Joun McCormack 
Strong 


The story of the great singer. 


MacMillan, $3.00 


BookMAN’s Ho.ipay 

Starrett Random, $3.00 
A wealth of information that many never 
heard before about books. 


Tue CatHoric REvIvAL IN ENGLAND 
O’ Connor MacMillan, $1.00 


Tells of great strides made since oppressive 
laws were removed—particularly in recent 
years. 


CATHOLICISM AS CREED AND LIFE 
J. Eliot Ross Devon-Adair, 50c 


Primarily for prospective converts but invalu- 
able to anyone needing to explain or defend 
his faith. 
Goop CoMRADES 

Salten Bobbs-Merrill, $2.50 
With sympathetic pen the author delights his 
readers with observations on cats, dogs, cows, 
rabbits, ants and birds. 


GREAT MEN & WoMEN oF POLAND 

Mizwa MacMillan, $4.00 
Polish, American and British scholars 
unite in paying long overdue tribute to 
outstanding representatives of a great 
people. Casimir—Sobieski—Copernicus 
—Curie— Jadwiga—Modjeska—Sienki- 
ewicz—Chopin—Paderewski—do we al- 
ways remember to give full credit to the 
people these names represent, a people 
now suffering, but who will rise again 
to greatness with our help. 


Happy MEMoRIES OF A SISTER OF 
CHARITY Herder Book Co., $2.00 


Humorous, pleasant and unpretentious. 


HicH CoNQuUEST 

Ullman Lippincott, $3.75 
A fine story of mountaineering as told 
by a peak-climber. 

R. F. Grady in America: “We liked 
everything about this book. There are 
many and magnificent photographs of 
the mountains, portraits of the titans 
who are the real heroes of all the stories 
told. The appendices include a glossary, 
a reading list, and an index; and the 
end-papers are a handy reference map 
for the arm-chair adventurer.” 


SMOOZIE 
Alma Savage Sheed & Ward, $1.50 
This reindeer story is not recommended 
to those under six or over ninety, others 
will be delighted. 
(Continued on next page) 
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SurRVIVAL TILL SEVENTEEN 


The literary editor of America says it 
deserves to sell 100,000. 


IMITATION OF CHRIST 
Whitford’s Version, Edited by Edw. J. Klein 
Harper, $3.00 
Michael Williams in his Commonweal 
column, Views & Reviews says: 

“T am delighted to assure such reac- 
ers of books who may be influenced by 
the opinions expressed in this column 
that the Klein edition of the Whitford 
version of the “Imitation” is a most 
noble piece of work, particularly when 
regarded from a literary point of view, 
because of the beauty and musical qual- 
ity of its prose. 

“Whether or not the ‘Imitation’ was 
first written by Chancellor Gerson or 
Gerard Groote or the man with whose 
name it is most commonly associated, 
Thomas A. Kempis, Mr. Klein does not 
discuss, merely referring to the age-old 
controversy. 


“ , . It is to be hoped that it will 
win a wide popular circulation.” 


LitTLeE Oscar’s First RAID 
Lydia Mead Dobb-Mead, $1,00 


Amusing, well illustrated, instructive— 
teaches what to do by pictures—and 
does it well. 


Rinc Up THE CurRTAIN 
Young Lib. Service Gld., $2.75 


Catholic World, March. °42: “Father Lord 
commends to Catholic amateurs Miss Cecilia 
Mary Young, whose lovely taste in the 
theater, he declares, is only equalled by her 
practical knowledge and her enthusiasm... . 
The most important section is the closing 
chapter, ‘A few practical suggestions for am- 
ateur shows.’ Lists of plays for amateurs are 
appended.” 

Register, Denver: “. . . A book which dis- 
tills the experience and ardor of a Catholic 
who has been directing and studying amateur 
plays for a generation and a half. . . . It is too 
short, for all its 250 pages. . . . One chapter 
(on the sound moral sense of old-fashioned 
melodrama) would justify the book.” 


> 


THEOLOGY FOR THE LAYMAN 


During the past year there has been 
a great revival of interest in the Holy 
Name Society — 100,000 new members 
were added in Chicago alone. Because 
of the growing interest in the philosophy 
of St. Thomas the H. N. S. has prepared 
especially for its members three pamph- 
lets giving an idea of Theology from 
the point of view of the layman. This 
set of pamphlets may be had from The 
Thomas More Book Shop for 15 cents. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Maureen Daly, a Senior at Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois, was born at Castlecan- 
field, County Tyrone, Ireland. 

Her literary life began five years ago when, 
at fifteen, she wrote her first short story 
which promptly won fourth place in a contest 
sponsored by Scholastic Magazine. In the fol- 
lowing year, she won first place in the same 
contest for her story entitled “Sixteen.” This 
work was considered by experts to be so rich 
in literary quality that it was reprinted in the 
O. Henry Memorial of Prize Short Stories of 
1938 and in Redbook Magazine and in 
Woman's Day. 

Last year, as a college Junior, she entered 
the Dodd Mead Intercollegiate Literary Fel- 
lowship contest. Her novel Seventeenth Sum- 
mer was selected as the winner from scores of 
others submitted by graduates and under- 
graduates from leading colleges and universi- 
ties, bringing her a $1200 fellowship. 

Miss Daly’s book will be published April 
21st. 

* * * 


Books Received Too 
Late for Reading 


THE SONG OF BERNADETTE 

Franz Werfel* Viking, $3.00 
“When Franz Werfel, like so many 
of his fellow-artists, was escaping from 
Europe, he paused for a few anxious 
weeks in the old French city of Lourdes. 
There he decided that if his journey 
was safely completed he would write, 
as an offering of thanks, a novel based 
on the life of Bernadette Soubirous.” 
Quoted from dust-jacket. 
THE Rock AND THE WIND 

Bretherton Dutton, $2.75 


Dutton & Co’s big novel of the season. 
4th printing in less than a month. April 6th. 


Licut Berore Dusk 

Helen Iswolsky Longman’s, About $2.50 
Convert, daughter of Russian Ambassador, dis- 
cusses atheistic Communism. 
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*‘Morals a Lot | 
Of Medieval Bunk” 


The part reading plays in young peo 
ple’s lives is reflected in the case of ar 
18-year-old Chicagoan recently sen 
tenced to life for revolting crimes. — 

Three experts testified that his read- 
ing had aggravated his criminal ten- 
dencies. He had adopted the concept 
that “moral consideration pre-supposes 
a very low grade of intelligence.” He 
tried to talk with his father he said, 
but the latter “had hard-shelled reli- 
gious ideas and I saw it was no use.” 

Pointing out that the boy’s criminal- 
ity was directly traceable to his newly 
acquired atheistic convictions the triz 
judge said: “Not that every atheist is a 


£ 


criminal, but, in this court’s experience,§ 


every criminal is estranged from the 
church. This: boy’s conduct was exem- 
plary as long as he retained his reli- 
gious views and influences.” 

As I write I have before me a multi- 
colored ad from a home newspaper— 
shouting praises for a bargain book of 
fer — “masterpieces” — “translated di- 
rect” — “totally unexpurgated” — “‘pa- 
ganly frank” — “irresistible realism’”— 
“possessing them is the mark of the 
home of culture.” 

Anyone caught advertising or selling 
drugs that would cause equal damage 
to society—and expense to taxpayers— 
through stimulating criminal propensi- 
ties—would soon find himself in jail, 
But one who questions the prerogative 
of poisoning the mind through reading 
matter must be pretty careful lest he 
be the one that is jailed. 

bs * * 
, New York 

I read about your plan to judge books by 
quality instead of by the number sold. Sound 
fine and I hope you can do it. I splurged 
recently on a half dozen books at a bargaill 
sale and will know better next time. A mai 
who hasn’t much time for reading ought to 
have help, and he ought to be told when @ 


book can’t be read except by a college pro- 


fessor. 
—G. D. 
* 





Toledo, Ohio 
We hope you will provide space for 4 
plentiful exchange of views between youl 
readers. You ought to have a decided advan 
tage since you will not be restricted by pub 
lishers’ problems or by advertising department 
restraints. : 


A: R. M. | te 


We quite agree. However, we do expect W 
accept a few advertisements as soon as we 
can get around to making arrangements. 





' a 
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ad.§| Chicago, last week. 





Your Editor has attended many conventions during 
the last quarter century and has sold many millions 
seo. | of dollars worth of goods at exhibitions, but he has 
“ang| Bever met with greater encouragement than was given 

‘§| him at the April convention of the National Catholic 
Educational Association held in The Stevens Hotel, 


Again and again priests, sisters and lay people, su- 





sistance. 


pervisors, principals and librarians, returned bring- 
ing others with them to hear the story of our efforts. 

Such interest and encouragement is a challenge, 
and we shall do our utmost to make “Books on Trial” 
worthy of entrance into every home. Needless to say, 
we will need your help to become self-supporting, and 
to grow, and we will be deeply grateful for your as- 








HIGUIDED READING 


aid, From The Inside Story published by 
reli-§ The Holy Name Cathedral Parish Library 


4s Crass A 
nal- (Recommended for all readers) 
WIyil Windswept .............. Mary Ellen Chase 
WHEL IDET. 6 ccc pee Nevil Shute 
is ag Mrs. Appleyard’s Year.......... Louise Kent 
nce, RT aa George Stewart 
th Defense Will Not Win the War.W. F. Kernan 
CB Cross Creek.............. Marjorie Rawlings 
€M-§ This Is Your War........... Marquis Childs 
reli-§ Never No More............. Maura Laverty 
My Friend Flicka............. Mary O’Hara 
siting SNOW Goose................-55 Paul Gallico 
Mets WAT 3 vice sf os vee cos William Shirer 


“I—§ The Persecution of the Catholic Church 
Of§ in Germany 
di-§ The Persecution of the Catholic Church 


‘Da- in Poland 
9 We Who Died Last Night........... Phillips 
the Crass B 
(Recommended for adults only because 
ling of subject matter) 
vageg Dragon Seed.................-4. Pearl Buck 
- Dragon’s Teeth.............. Upton Sinclair 
.§ Wild is the River........... Louis Bromfield 

SIG Saratoga Trunk................ Edna Ferber 
jail. Botany Bay............... Nordoff and Hall 
sind Crass C 
ih (NOT RECOMMENDED) 

The Moon Is Down......... John Steinbeck 

Frenchman’s Creek........... D. de Maurier 

The Sun Is My Undoing........... M. Steen 
rimperide of Glory................ Bradda Field 
s byg The Ivory Mischief.......... Arthur Meeker 
unds@ Along These Streets.......... Struthers Burt 
urged Marion Alive.................. Vicki Baum 
rgain A Leaf in the Storm............ Lin Yutang 
mang seven Tempests........... Vaughan Wilkins 
it to Dad xr oad 
en & 


pro- Special Offer 


D. | yyOctave Aubrey’s Napoleon Series 
—Lippincott’s. 





hi 
oa a x Original Bindings—not reprints: 
a Second Empire .................- $5.00 
ol Soldier and Emperoc.......... 3.00 
m 


FS Lk RAO 3.50 


M. 1 \cFor immediate sale: per volume, 
ct ®§ §6$1.39; per set, $4.00, postpaid. 


) of 
ByxrOne Seminary ordered 40 sets. 








Bayer... 
(Continued from page 20) 


studied library science, I know how to 
keep records and I know how to be a 
custodian of books. Loaning books is, 
after all, the librarian’s chief function 
and if I were not trained in how to do 
that, I wouldn’t be holding my job.” 
The Librarian’s Opportunity 

I am not nearly so learned a man as 
Dr. Adler, nor could I hope to write so 
well; but in this, at least, we would be 
similar were I to write such a book— 
the book would not deal with the me 
chanics of our subject. Just as his dealt 
with something beyond the learning of 
the alphabet and the art of reading in 
the literal sense, so mine would deal 
with something beyond the cataloging 
of titles, the stamping of dates, and the 
keeping of records. It would, in fact, 
deal not so much with books as with 
people and what happens to them when 
they mix with books. It would deal with 
the golden opportunity of librarians to 
form characters and stimulate intellects. 

In the latter of these two, the books 
holds first place. In the first mentioned 
they hold, if not the highest, at least a 
very important place. This is certain: 


That in the intellectual growth of the 
student, the librarian is at least as im- 
portant as the teacher. The teacher has 
an outline beyond which he may not go 
in his instructions. It may be a broad 
outline, even a flexible one—but it is an 
outline nevertheless, beyond which he 
can not guide even the curious student, 
certainly not lead the non-curious. The 
librarian is not so hampered. His is the 
whole intellectual universe as a field in 
which he may wander with the student. 
There are no limits either in extent or 
variety in the paths down which he may 
send those who come to him. 

Every librarian knows the joy of 
guiding an intellectually curious stu- 
dent. He knows, however, that such 
come along all too seldom. If his library 
were used only by such, it might not, 
indeed, justify the expense and work 
connected with it. What most of us 
overlook, I am afraid, is that it is pos- 
sible to make students curious. Before 
the child can be sent down those paths, 
he must be taught to walk. Before he 
can be persuaded to read the books that 
will help form his character and nourish 
his intelligence, he must be taught to 
read—literally to read. 

(To be continued in the May issue) 
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‘Books of All Publishers .. . 





THE THOMAS MORE LIBRARY 
AND BOOK SHOP is organized under the laws of the State of Illinois as a “not for profit” corpo- 


ration. . . . Its purpose is to promote increased distribution of clean, wholesome and meritorious books, 





pamphlets and magazines for the benefit of the general public, and as an aid to worthy authors and 
publishers. . .. There are no stockholders. The trustees and officers are all lay people, none of whom are 


reimbursed for their work. Any net gain must be used to further the objects for which the corporation 





was organized. . . . Large stocks are carried and numerous libraries, schools, colleges, seminaries and other 
institutions place all of their business (except school text-books) with us. We can supply any available 
book. . . . Credit is extended to institutions and responsible individuals. Discounts are granted to the clergy 


i and to established libraries. Shipments at publishers’ prices are postpaid to any point in the United States. 


. . . We handle subscriptions to book clubs and periodicals at regular prices. ... A new catalog is now in 
preparation and will be sent free on request... . We respectfully solicit the opportunity to serve you, 


believing you will find our service superior. Your patronage will help us in our work. 


THE THOMAS MORE Library and Book Shop 


22 WEST MONROE STREET * FRANKLIN 7291 * CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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